
IOWA COLLEGE STUDENT AID COMMISSION 
 

Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary 
Application for Postsecondary Registration in Iowa 

December 21, 2016 
 
STAFF ACTION:  Approve Midwest Baptist Theological Seminary’s registration 
for a two-year term that begins on December 21, 2016 through December 21, 
2018. 
 
Registration Purpose 
Revised Iowa Code Sections 261B.2 (definitions) and 261B.3 require a school to 
register with the Commission if a person compensated by the school conducts any 
portion of a course of instruction, including by in-person, distance education, or 
correspondence method in this State or if the school otherwise has a presence in this 
State.  Presence means a location in Iowa at which a student participates in any 
structured activity related to a school’s distance education course of instruction.  
Presence also means an address, location, telephone number, or internet protocol 
address in Iowa from which a school conducts any aspect of its operations.  Midwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary (MBTS or the Seminary) offers a hybrid program to 
Iowans, the residential portion of which occurs via face-to-face instruction at an Iowa 
location.  Additionally, the Seminary offers programs via distance education to Iowa 
residents. 
 
Institutional Information 
Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary is a private non-profit institution whose main 
campus is located at 5001 North Oak Street Trafficway, Kansas City, Missouri 64118.  
The school’s chief executive officer is President Dr. Jason K. Allen, at the same 
location.  The Seminary offers Iowa residents fully distance education programs and 
one hybrid Master of Theological Studies (MTS) Program comprised of online and face-
to-face instruction.  In-person instruction in the MTS Program occurs at Cornerstone 
School of Theology, 56829 U.S. Highway 30, Ames, Iowa.  The Seminary’s Iowa 
contact person is Dr. Jeffery Dodge, at the same Ames, Iowa address.  The Iowa 
Secretary of State’s office records a domestic non-profit corporation registration 
#177723 for Cornerstone Church of Ames, Iowa, and an associated fictitious name 
registration under Cornerstone School of Theology (CST).  The Iowa registered agent 
for Cornerstone Church of Ames, Iowa/CST is Shane W. Rothlisberger, 56829 U.S. 
Hwy 30, Ames, Iowa.  Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary is not registered with 
the Iowa Secretary of State and the Commission cannot require that the Seminary do 
so. 
 
Cornerstone School of Theology is a non-degree granting, unaccredited school that 
offers courses that count as credit toward an accredited MTS Program offered by the 
Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary.  Under the terms of the contract between 
CST and the Seminary, students may transfer up to 21 credit hours earned through 
instruction at CST (7 courses, 3 credits per course) into the Seminary’s MTS Program.  



In addition, one of the Seminary’s federally-recognized accrediting agencies, the 
Association of Theological Schools Commission on Accrediting, has approved the CST 
location in Ames, Iowa as an extension site of the Seminary.  Additional information 
about the Seminary’s accreditation appears below under Accreditation.   
 
CST is not required to independently register in Iowa because it is not a degree-granting 
institution.   
 
In addition, the Seminary offers undergraduate programs under the nomenclature 
Midwestern College.  Midwestern College is acknowledged under the Seminary’s 
accreditation, and the programs offered by the College arm of the Seminary are also 
approved under the Seminary’s accreditation. 
 
Physical Facilities:  CST facilities at which Iowa resident Seminary students receive 
face-to-face instruction include five large, well-lit classrooms with technology (sound, 
video, and internet) and administrative office space.   
 
Accreditation:  The Seminary maintains institutional accreditation from the Higher 
Learning Commission, a regional accrediting agency recognized by the federal 
Department of Education.  Additionally, the Seminary maintains accreditation from the 
Commission on Accrediting of the Association of Theological Schools, a specialized 
accrediting agency recognized by the federal Department of Education.  Documentation 
provided by the Seminary substantiates that CST is designated by the Association of 
Theological Schools as an extension site of the Seminary. 
 
The Seminary entitles its undergraduate division Midwestern College.  Programs that 
are promoted under the Midwestern College nomenclature are accredited by the Higher 
Learning Commission, which acknowledges that Midwestern College is part of 
Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary. 
 
Federal Stafford Loan Cohort Default Rate (FFY 2013):  7.0%.  For comparison 
purposes, the FFY 2013 national average cohort default rate is 11.3%. 
 
Graduation Rate:  This is the percentage of first-time, full-time undergraduate students 
who graduated within 150% of the normal time for program completion as reported to 
the federal Department of Education.    The overall graduation rate for the Seminary is 
14%. 
 
Average Loan Debt upon Graduation:  $26,192. 
 
Records Preservation:  MBTS records are preserved digitally and physically by the 
Seminary’s Office of the Registrar.  The Seminary’s Registrar maintains and publishes 
policies on student records that outline a student’s rights regarding their records.  The 
Seminary does not maintain all student records in one location.  Thus, each office that 
maintains student records is required to develop a written statement of its policies and 



procedures for handling those records.  These statements are made available for 
student examination by the respective Seminary offices. 
 
Transcript Requests:  Any student wishing to obtain a transcript may do so by 
contacting:   
 

Office of the Registrar 
Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary 
5001 North Oak Street Trafficway 
Kansas City, Missouri 64118 
(816) 414 – 7013 
registrar@mbts.edu  
 

Instructional Methodology:  The Seminary offers the Masters in Theological Studies 
through a combination of distance education and face-to-face instruction that occurs at 
the Seminary’s extension site, the Cornerstone School of Theology in Ames, Iowa.  The 
remainder of the programs the Seminary offers to Iowans are delivered via distance 
education modality.  The Seminary utilizes the Blackboard learning management 
system, allowing students to access via the Internet to course syllabi, listing of required 
textbooks, an online classroom, and all other online course material. 
 
The Seminary uses a Blackboard tool, OnlineYou, to facilitate customized online 
instruction.  Through OnlineYou, the Seminary imbeds into its online classroom 
experience contextualized assignments that allow students to apply class material as a 
pastor, teacher, or scholar, depending on the student’s educational and career goals.  
For example, if a student’s goal is to be a senior pastor or preacher, the student will find 
assignments that are tailored to that task.  If the student is preparing for teaching 
ministry, the student will find assignments tailored to scholarship in a teaching ministry.  
A practicum component is involved, where online instructional assignments integrate 
and encourage one-on-one meetings between students and local church pastors.  
Online Connect, a component of OnlineYou, facilitates regular opportunities for students 
to virtually meet in real time with faculty in a one-on-one or small group setting.   
 
Student Learning Resources:  Iowa students have full access to the MBTS library 
http://www.mbts.edu/academics/library/ as well as to the 50,000+ theological volumes in 
the Iowa State University Library per a formal, written agreement between CST and 
Iowa State University.  Online Library resources include research guides, databases, 
catalogs, a standardized institutional research tool, Joshua.  In addition, the Southern 
Baptist Periodical Index helps students find citations for articles from the Southern 
Baptist Convention organization that are not included in the MBTS Library resources 
and doctoral works.  Students may borrow printed books from other libraries.  Library 
research assistance is available during Library operational hours by phone (not toll-
free), email or chat.  The Library is generally open Monday through Friday from 7:30 am 
to 5 pm; on Saturday from 9:30 am to 3 pm, and is closed on Sunday. 
 

mailto:registrar@mbts.edu
http://www.mbts.edu/academics/library/


Curriculum Evaluation and Development:  Faculty participation in the program 
assessment process is specified in contracts as an expectation of employment.  Faculty 
juries meet annually in May to evaluate student learning outcomes based on degree 
objectives and agreed upon exhibits.  Success is achieved when 80% of the Seminary’s 
students satisfy or exceed each objective.  These results are compiled and analyzed by 
the Assessment Committee, which proves input into policy and curricular changes, as 
needed.  The assessment process is supplemented by a knowledge-based entrance 
and exit examination for students in each program, which provides an additional direct 
measure of score gains by degree program.  
 
Complaint Process:  If a student feels that the decisions or actions by faculty, staff, or 
fellow students are inappropriate or unjustified, the student may choose to appeal the 
decision or action.  If the student chooses to do so, the following three-step grievance 
process is designed to give biblically-based guidance in resolving a grievance, dispute, 
or conflict. 
• Step One:  The student is first to seek to resolve the matter in a specific conference 

with the faculty member, or fellow student involved.  Careful or thorough attention 
must be given to achieving a mutual understanding of the perceived problem by 
determining and agreeing on relevant facts, clarifying perceptions and 
misunderstandings, and seeking to define the problem in a way that is acceptable to 
both parties.   

• Step Two:  If a student after a good faith effort to resolve the matter feels that the 
problem persists to his injury or disadvantage, the student may appeal to the Vice 
President for Student Development (VP/SD).  The VP/SD will meet with the student 
to hear the grievance and take steps to resolve the problem.  This meeting shall 
remain confidential unless legal or protective action is mandated by the law.  The 
VP/SD will work with the student to formulate a plan of resolution. 

• Step Three:  Should the student feel the issue remains unresolved, the student may 
submit an official grievance to the Student Development Committee for review.  If 
the student’s grievance is with the VP/SD, the student may submit an official 
grievance directly to the Student Development Committee.   

 
The Seminary discloses its complaint process in its academic catalogs at 
http://www.mbts.edu/downloads/_current_students/college_catalog_16-17.pdf and 
http://www.mbts.edu/downloads/_current_students/Seminary_Catalog_2015-16.pdf. 
 
Programs Offered in Iowa 
The following is a list of the programs the Seminary offers to Iowans, both residential 
and at a distance, as well as each program’s total estimated cost of tuition, mandatory 
fees, and books and supplies. 
 
Residential Programs: 
 
Masters Degree Program 

• Master of Theological Studies (hybrid program – 7 on ground courses occurring 
at CST in Ames, Iowa; remaining coursework is online):  $14,180  

http://www.mbts.edu/downloads/_current_students/college_catalog_16-17.pdf
http://www.mbts.edu/downloads/_current_students/Seminary_Catalog_2015-16.pdf


 
Distance Education Programs 
 
Undergraduate Programs 
• Associate of Divinity:  $25,200 
• Associate of Arts, Biblical Studies:  $21,000 
• Bachelor of Arts, Christian Ministry:  $42,000 
• Bachelor of Arts, Biblical Studies:  $42,000 
 
Graduate Programs 
• Master of Theological Studies (Church Planting, Church Revitalization, Leadership, 

Christian Counseling (non-licensure), Discipleship Ministries, Missions, Preaching 
and Pastoral Ministry, Korean Language tracks):  $15,750 

• Master of Divinity:  $28,350 
• Master of Divinity, Christian Education:  $31,500 
• Master of Divinity, Church Planting:  $31,500 
• Master of Divinity, Leadership:  $31,500 
• Master of Divinity, Youth Ministry:  $31,500 
• Master of Arts, Christian Education:  $31,500 
 
Field Experience:  The Seminary has a number of programs which integrate online 
coursework with opportunities for students to interact with local church leaders. 
 
Registration Compliance 
As required by Iowa Code Section 261B.4, the Seminary discloses its institutional policy 
for refunding tuition charges to students who withdraw from its programs in its academic 
catalogs posted on the MBTS website; for the hybrid MTS Program students on the 
CST website at the following locations: 
http://www.mbts.edu/downloads/_current_students/Seminary_Catalog_2015-16.pdf  
http://www.mbts.edu/downloads/_current_students/college_catalog_16-17.pdf 
https://cornerstonelife.com/cst/tuition/.   
 
Iowa registration law and rule do not govern the Seminary’s tuition refund policy 
because it is not a for-profit institution. 
 
Administrative rules specifically require the school to comply with the requirements of 
Chapter 261.9(1) “e” through “h”.   
• Iowa Code Section 261.9(1)(e) requires a school to maintain and disseminate a drug 

and alcohol abuse policy that includes sanctions for violation of the school’s policy 
and information about the availability of drug or alcohol counseling or rehabilitation.  
Iowa Code Section 261.9(1)(f) requires a school to maintain and disseminate a 
sexual abuse policy that includes information about counseling opportunities and 
reporting instances of sexual abuse to school officials and law enforcement.  These 
requirements duplicate policies and disclosures required by the federal Department 
of Education for a school that participates in the federal student aid programs.  The 
University complies with the requirements of Iowa Code Section 261.9(1)(e) and (f), 

http://www.mbts.edu/downloads/_current_students/Seminary_Catalog_2015-16.pdf
http://www.mbts.edu/downloads/_current_students/college_catalog_16-17.pdf
https://cornerstonelife.com/cst/tuition/


and discloses these policies to students in various locations and documents posted 
on its website, those locations are: 
 http://www.mbts.edu/downloads/_site/campus_safety_report2015.pdf  
 http://www.mbts.edu/downloads/_site/emergencyreporting.pdf  
 http://www.mbts.edu/downloads/_site/drugalcohol.pdf  
 http://www.mbts.edu/downloads/_site/Sexual_Assault_Training.ppsx  
 http://www.mbts.edu/downloads/_site/TitleIX.pdf.  

• Iowa Code Section 261.9(1)(g) requires a school to maintain a special policy for 
refunding tuition and fee charges for members of the Iowa National Guard or reserve 
members of the U.S. Armed Forces, or the spouse of such a member if the member 
has a dependent child, when the service member or spouse must withdraw from the 
school because the service member has been called to active state or federal 
military duty or service.  The Seminary provided a compliant policy as an addendum 
to its registration application and will disclose the policy to Iowa students on the 
Seminary and CST websites.   

• Iowa Code Section 261.9(1)(h) requires a school to develop and implement a policy 
requiring employees who in the course of their employment, attend, examine, 
counsel, or treat a child and who suspect the physical or sexual abuse of that child.  
By cross-reference to existing administrative rules for registration [283-21.2(261B), 
subsection 7], this policy applies to schools that offer distance education programs 
and that have Iowa-resident employees or contractors (including online program 
faculty).  The Seminary submitted a compliant policy that applies to all of the 
Seminary’s employees and volunteers, including adjunct faculty providing instruction 
at the Seminary’s extension site in Ames, Iowa. 
 

Student Consumer Information:  In its registration application, the Seminary affirms its 
willingness to comply with the requirements of Iowa Code Chapter 261.9, as stipulated 
by Iowa Code Section 261B.4(8).  Chapter 261.9 requires a school to disclose to 
students information about the school’s programs, charges, tuition refund policies, 
whether a certificate or diploma awarded by the school is applicable toward a degree 
program the school offers, and the identity of the school’s accrediting agency.  The 
Seminary discloses these items on its website in the following locations: 
http://www.mbts.edu/downloads/_current_students/Seminary_Catalog_2015-16.pdf 
http://www.mbts.edu/downloads/_current_students/college_catalog_16-17.pdf 
http://www.mbts.edu/accreditation/ 
 
Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary affirms on the application that it will comply 
with the provisions of Iowa Code Section 261B.7.  These provisions stated that, 
provided the school does not claim “approval” or “accreditation,” the school must 
disclose to students that it is registered by the Iowa College Student Aid Commission 
and provide Iowa College Aid’s contact information for students who have questions or 
complaints about the school.  The Seminary will disclose this information on its 
Consumer Information page at http://www.mbts.edu/consumer-information/ upon 
registration approval. 
 

http://www.mbts.edu/downloads/_site/campus_safety_report2015.pdf
http://www.mbts.edu/downloads/_site/emergencyreporting.pdf
http://www.mbts.edu/downloads/_site/drugalcohol.pdf
http://www.mbts.edu/downloads/_site/Sexual_Assault_Training.ppsx
http://www.mbts.edu/downloads/_site/TitleIX.pdf
http://www.mbts.edu/downloads/_current_students/Seminary_Catalog_2015-16.pdf
http://www.mbts.edu/downloads/_current_students/college_catalog_16-17.pdf
http://www.mbts.edu/accreditation/
http://www.mbts.edu/consumer-information/


Financial Responsibility:  The University submitted a copy of an independent audit 
conducted by BKD LLP, dated October 21, 2015 for the institutional fiscal year ending 
July 31, 2015 and 2014.  The auditing firm expressed its opinion that the financial 
statements of the Seminary present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position 
of the Seminary. 
 
• A private non-profit institution that participates in the federal student aid programs 

must maintain a composite score, based on a three factor financial responsibility 
ratio, of at least 1.5 in order to be determined “financially responsible” without 
additional oversight.  The most recent composite score for Midwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary that was verified by the federal Department of Education is 2.6 
(out of a possible 3.0) for the institutional fiscal year ending June 30, 2014. 

 
• The Seminary is not required to calculate the percentage of revenue derived from 

federal student aid funds since it is not a for-profit institution. 
 
Full-Time Iowa Resident Faculty Member or Program Coordinator:  Iowa administrative 
rules exempt a school from any requirement to employ a full-time, Iowa-based faculty 
member or program coordinator if the school applies for authorization to offer only 
distance education programs or programs in a nontraditional format.  The hybrid 
program offered by MBTS that includes face-to-face instruction in less than 50% of the 
program at Cornerstone School of Theology (CST) in Ames, Iowa, is considered a 
nontraditional program.  The Seminary compensates four CST instructors to act as 
adjunct faculty for the Seminary.  The Seminary employs four Iowa faculty members, 
however; the Seminary does not employ any Iowa resident staff members who provide 
the Seminary with operational support at a location in Iowa.  All four of these faculty 
members hold doctoral degrees. 
 
Instructional/Supervisory Staff Qualifications:  The Seminary maintains the profiles for 
37 of its faculty members who provide instruction in its programs on its website.  One of 
those 37 faculty members holds a master level degree, a degree in library science.  The 
remaining 36 faculty members hold doctoral degrees.  The fields in which those are 
include:  biblical studies, clinical psychology, education, educational ministry, historical 
theology and Baptist studies, Hebraic and cognate studies, ministry, old and new 
testament, and theology. 
 
Commitment to Iowa Students and Teach-Out:  By executing an electronic signature on 
the registration application President Jason K. Allen committed to the delivery of 
programs the Seminary offers and agreed to provide alternatives for students to 
complete programs at the Seminary or another school if the Seminary closes a 
program, or if the Seminary closes before students have completed their courses of 
study. 
 
Student Complaints:  None. 
 
Compliance with Iowa Code Chapter 714 



 
Section 714.18 – Evidence of Financial Responsibility 
Cornerstone Church on behalf of CST as an extension site of Midwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary has filed satisfactory evidence of financial responsibility, which 
includes a $50,000 corporate surety bond payable to the State of Iowa and issued by 
West Bend Mutual Insurance Company. 
 
Section 714.23 – State Tuition Refund Policy 
The Iowa tuition refund policy does not apply to Midwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary because it is not a for-profit institution. 
 


