
 
IOWA COLLEGE STUDENT AID COMMISSION 

 
Nebraska Wesleyan University 

Application for Postsecondary Registration Renewal in Iowa 
November 8, 2016 

 
STAFF ACTION:  Approve Iowa Wesleyan University’s Iowa registration renewal for a two-year 
term that begins retroactively on November 19, 2015 through November 19, 2017. 
 
Registration Purpose 
Revised Iowa Code § 261B.2 (definitions) and 261B.3 require a school to register with the Iowa 
College Student Aid Commission (Iowa College Aid) if a person compensated by the school 
conducts any portion of a course of instruction, including by in-person, distance education, or 
correspondence method in this State or if the school otherwise has a presence in this State.  
Presence means a location in Iowa at which a student participates in any structured activity related 
to a school’s distance education course of instruction.  Presence also means an address, location, 
telephone number, or internet protocol address in Iowa from which a school conducts any aspect of 
its operations.  Staff required Nebraska Wesleyan University (the University) to renew its Iowa 
registration in order to continue offering face-to-face instruction in baccalaureate and masters 
degree programs at a location(s) in Iowa.   
 
Institutional Information 
Nebraska Wesleyan University is a private non-profit institution whose main campus is located at 
5000 Saint Paul Avenue, Lincoln, Nebraska 68504.  The school’s chief executive officer is President 
Frederik Ohles at the main campus address.  The University is registered with the Iowa Secretary of 
State as a foreign nonprofit corporation #411968.  The University’s Iowa resident agent is C T 
Corporation System, 400 East Court Avenue, Des Moines, Iowa 50309. 
 
Physical Facilities:  The University submitted a current lease with Iowa Western Community College 
(IWCC) in which IWCC commits office, classroom, and laboratory, and parking space at two IWCC 
campuses located 2700 College Road, Council Bluffs, Iowa, and 923 East Washington Street, 
Clarinda, Iowa.   
 
The IWCC campus at Council Bluffs underwent a nursing renovation project in 2011 totaling $5 
million.  The renovated Council Bluffs facility provides students with state-of-the-art simulator 
laboratories as well as other up-to-date technologies.  Although the Clarinda campus provides more 
modest space and equipment, its laboratories are up-to-date.  All students at the Clarinda campus 
have access to computer laboratories and modern classrooms. 
 
Accreditation:  The University is accredited by the Higher Learning Commission (HLC), which is a 
regional accrediting agency recognized by the federal Department of Education.  The HLC 
approves the University to provide instruction in 50% or more of a program at the Clarinda and 
Council Bluffs locations of IWCC.  In addition, the University holds programmatic accreditation for 
baccalaureate and masters level nursing programs that it offers to Iowans from the Commission on 



Collegiate Nursing Education (CCNE), which is also recognized by the federal Department of 
Education for the accreditation of nursing programs.   
 
Federal Stafford Loan Cohort Default Rate (FFY 2013):  2.1%.  For comparison purposes, the FFY 
2013, national average cohort default rate is 11.3%.   
 
Graduation Rate:  This is the percentage of first-time, full-time undergraduate students who 
graduated within 150% of the normal time for program completion, as reported to the federal 
Department of Education.  The graduation rate for Nebraska Wesleyan University is 62%.  

 
Average Loan Debt upon Graduation:  The average loan debt for the University’s undergraduate 
students who graduated during the 2013-2014 academic year was $28,627.  This figure includes 
federal and private loan debt. 
 
Record Preservation:  Student records are stored electronically in the Ellucian Colleague student 
information system.  This system is backed up routinely by the Computer Services Department.  All 
users must have approved access to the system in order to access the records.  Records obtained 
prior to the incorporation of the student information system are stored in hard copy format in a 
secured storage vault.  Access to this vault is limited.  Additionally, records are stored on microfilm, 
which is also housed in the secure storage vault.  
 
Transcript Requests:  any current or former student may request a transcript by contacting: 
 

University Registrar 
Nebraska Wesleyan University 
5000 Saint Paul Avenue 
Suite 206 
Lincoln, Nebraska 68507 
(402) 465 – 2243 
registrar@nebrwesleyan.edu 
https://www.nebrwesleyan.edu/registrars-office/order-transcripts 

  
Instructional Methodology:  While the University offers its programs in Iowa predominantly through 
face-to-face instruction, some course content is offered via distance education using Blackboard as 
the online learning management system.  Blackboard also facilities student access to the University’s 
academic and other resources. 
 
The University delivers the same programs and courses at both IWCC locations.  The University 
staggers the start dates at the two IWCC campuses so if students fall out of sync at one location, the 
student has the option to resume the program at the secondary location.  The terms in which courses 
are delivered are rotated between the two campuses.  Courses offered at the IWCC location in 
Council Bluffs are scheduled in the evening while the courses offered at the IWCC location in 
Clarinda are scheduled during the day. 
 

mailto:registrar@nebrwesleyan.edu
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Student Learning Resources:  Iowa students have access to the University’s Cochrane-Woods Library 
and its electronic resources https://www.nebrwesleyan.edu/inside-nwu/cochrane-woods-
library/search-e-resources.  Online resources include full-text journals and magazines from the 
EBSCO website; CINAHL Complete, a comprehensive source of full-text nursing and allied health 
journals; the Cochrane Database of Systematic Review, a leading source for reviews in health care; 
EBSCO E-Books; EBSCO eBook Academic Collection; EBSCO Electronic Journals Service; Electronic 
Collections Online; Education Resources Information Center (ERIC); Health Source:  
Nursing/Academic Education; ProQuest Nursing and Allied Health and others.   
 
The University provides Interlibrary Loan services, which are accessible through the Blackblard 
student portal.  Interlibrary Loan allows students to obtain books or other literature maintained by 
the University’s library.  Students also have access to all Library resources that IWCC makes 
available on its Council Bluffs and Clarinda campuses.  
 
Students may obtain research help https://www.nebrwesleyan.edu/inside-nwu/cochrane-woods-
library/research-help by accessing the Library’s LibGuides http://libguides.nebrwesleyan.edu/ or 
the NWU Journal Titles Database.  Students may also contact a Librarian for research help and 
instruction https://www.nebrwesleyan.edu/inside-nwu/cochrane-woods-library/information-
literacy via email or phone during regular hours of operation.  Students also have access to online 
tools and guides for writing, speaking, and studying through the Cooper Center for Academic 
Resources https://www.nebrwesleyan.edu/inside-nwu/cooper-foundation-center-academic-
resources.  Supplemental instruction is available through the Cooper Center for students enrolled in 
traditionally difficulty academic subjects that have a high rate of D or F grades and withdrawals.  
Students have access to tutors at the Cooper Center via skype, email, and by telephone. 
 
Career Counseling is provided by a trained professional devoted to the University’s students.  This 
individual travels among all of the University’s campuses and works one-on-one with students, or 
students may access Career Councling services via skype, email, and phone. 
 
Curriculum Development:  All full time nursing faculty participate in nursing program curriculum 
review and revision. In addition, the nursing program initiated a Nursing Curriculum Committee in 
January 2015.  The Nursing Program Director, who holds the Ph.D. in Nursing Education, is a 
member of this committee.  The Iowa Faculty Coordinator, Suzanne Willms, is currently serving on 
this committee as well.  Full-time nursing faculty hold an annual retreat to facilitate 
communication and maintenance of programmatic quality. 
  
Student Complaints Process:  Complaints about the nursing program may be submitted directly to 
the Nursing Program Director for review and investigation.  The complaint must be submitted 
formally, in writing.  Students may also direct complaints and concerns to the Iowa Nursing Faculty 
Coordinator.   
 
Students may contact the dean of students for assistance in resolving a grievance or to find the 
appropriate person or office with whom to discuss the dispute or grievance.  A student wishing to 
anonymously and confidentially report a grievance may contact the Campus Hotline at 866-943-
5787. 
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The University responds to students in a timely manner and maintains records of formal written 
student complaints filed with the offices of the President, Provost, Dean of CLAS, Dean of UC, and 
the Dean of Students.  Confidential files document the nature of the complaint and all subsequent 
responses. 
 
Students may also file complaints with the University’s accrediting agency, the HLC, or with the Iowa 
College Student Aid Commission.  Contact information for both the HLC and the Commission are 
located at https://www.nebrwesleyan.edu/about-nwu/accreditation-approvals-and-authorizations. 
 
Residential Programs Offered in Iowa 
The total, estimated cost of tuition, fees, books and supplies for each program that the University 
offers is listed below.   
 
Undergraduate Degree Completion Program 
• Bachelor of Science in Nursing:  $12,900 
 
Graduate Programs 
• Master of Science in Nursing:  $19,504 
 
Nebraska Wesleyan University does not offer fully online programs. 
 
Registration Compliance 
As required by Iowa Code § 261B.4, the University disclosed its institutional policy for refunding 
tuition charges to students who withdraw from its programs in its Nursing Student Handbook 
https://www.nebrwesleyan.edu/sites/default/files/nursing_students_handbook-15.pdf and on its 
website at https://catalog.nebrwesleyan.edu/cc/2016-2017/financial-information-0#UCREFUND 
and https://catalog.nebrwesleyan.edu/cc/2016-2017/financial-information-1#GRREFUND.  Iowa 
registration law and rule do not govern the University’s tuition refund policy because it is not a for-
profit institution. 
 
Administrative rules specifically require the school to comply with the requirements of Chapter 
261.9(1) “e” through “h”.   
 
• Iowa Code §261.9(1)(e) requires a school to maintain and disseminate a drug and alcohol 

abuse policy that includes sanctions for violation of the school’s policy and information about 
the availability of drug or alcohol counseling or rehabilitation. Iowa Code §261.9(1)(f) requires 
a school to maintain and disseminate a sexual abuse policy that includes information about 
counseling opportunities and reporting instances of sexual abuse to school officials and law 
enforcement.  These requirements duplicate policies and disclosures required by the federal 
Department of Education for a school that participates in the federal student aid programs.  The 
University discloses compliant policies in its Student Handbook and respective Academic 
Catalog.  Additionally, the University lists these policies on its website in the following locations: 
 https://www.nebrwesleyan.edu/current-undergraduates/policies-and-procedures/alcohol-

and-drugs-policy  
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 https://www.nebrwesleyan.edu/sites/default/files/imce/current_undergraduates/PDFs/use
ffect.pdf  

 https://www.nebrwesleyan.edu/current-undergraduates/policies-and-procedures/sexual-
misconduct-prevention-and-response  

 https://www.nebrwesleyan.edu/current-undergraduates/student-services/personal-
counseling  

 https://www.nebrwesleyan.edu/current-undergraduates/policies-and-procedures/sexual-
misconduct-policy-title-ix/sexual-misconduct  

 https://www.nebrwesleyan.edu/about-nwu/policies-and-procedures/sexual-misconduct-
policy/rights-and-options-after-filing-complaint  

 https://www.nebrwesleyan.edu/about-nwu/policies-and-procedures/sexual-misconduct-
policy/information-respondent-after-complaint  

 
• Iowa Code § 261.9(1)(g) requires a school to maintain a special policy for refunding tuition 

and mandatory fees to a member of the Iowa National Guard or U.S military reserve, or the 
spouse of such a member if the member has a dependent child, when the service member or 
spouse must withdraw from the school because the service member has been called to active 
state or federal military duty or service.  The University discloses this policy in its Catalog 
https://catalog.nebrwesleyan.edu/cc/2016-2017/financial-information-0 and on its online 
Blackboard student portal.   
 

• Iowa Code § 261.9(1)(h) requires a school to develop and implement a reporting policy for 
employees who in the course of their employment, attend, examine, counsel, or treat a child and 
who suspect the physical or sexual abuse of that child.  By cross-reference to existing 
administrative rules for registration [283-21.2(261B), sub§ 7], this policy applies to schools that 
offer distance education programs and that have Iowa-resident employees or contractors 
(including online program faculty).  The University discloses this policy to faculty and student 
advisors at its Iowa instructional sites through the Nursing Faculty online Blackboard website.   
 

Student Consumer Information:  In its registration application, the University affirms its willingness to 
comply with the requirements of Iowa Code Chapter 261.9, as stipulated by Iowa Code § 
261B.4(8).  Chapter 261.9 requires a school to disclose to students information about the school’s 
programs, charges, tuition refund policies, whether a certificate or diploma awarded by the school 
is applicable toward a degree program the school offers, and the identity of the school’s accrediting 
agency.  These disclosures are duplicative of the federal Department of Education’s student 
consumer information disclosure requirements for a school that participates in the federal student 
aid programs and the University discloses them in its Course Catalogs 
https://catalog.nebrwesleyan.edu/cc/2016-2017 and on various website locations, as follows:   
• https://www.nebrwesleyan.edu/graduate-and-adult-students/tuition-and-fees  
• https://catalog.nebrwesleyan.edu/cc/2016-2017/financial-information-0#UCREFUND  
• https://catalog.nebrwesleyan.edu/cc/2016-2017/financial-information-1#GRREFUND  
• https://www.nebrwesleyan.edu/academics  
• https://www.nebrwesleyan.edu/registrars-office/transfer-creditapibclep  
• https://catalog.nebrwesleyan.edu/cc/2014-2015/academic-policies-and-procedures  
• https://www.nebrwesleyan.edu/about-nwu/accreditation-approvals-and-authorizations  
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Nebraska Wesleyan University affirms on the application that it will comply with the provisions of 
Iowa Code § 261B.7.  These provisions state that while the school must not claim “approval” or 
“accreditation,” the school must disclose to students that it is registered by Commission and provide 
the Commission’s contact information for students who have questions or complaints about the 
school.  The University provides this information to Iowa resident students on its contact page at 
https://www.nebrwesleyan.edu/graduate-and-adult-students/contact-us and on an accreditation 
and state authorization page at https://www.nebrwesleyan.edu/about-nwu/accreditation.  
 
Financial Responsibility:  The University submitted a copy of an independent audit conducted by 
Dana F Cole & Company, LLP, dated September 26, 2014 as of May 31, 2014.  The auditing firm 
expressed its opinion that the financial statements of the University present fairly, in all material 
respects, the financial position of the University.   
 
• A private non-profit institution that participates in the federal student aid programs must 

maintain a composite score, based on a three factor financial responsibility ratio, of at least 1.5 
in order to be determined “financially responsible” without additional oversight.  The most 
recent composite score for Nebraska Wesleyan University verified by the federal Department of 
Education is 2.8 (out of a possible 3.0) for the institutional fiscal year ending June 30, 2013. 

 
• The University is not required to calculate the percentage of revenue derived from federal 

student aid funds since it is not a for-profit institution. 
 

Full-Time Iowa Resident Faculty Member or Program Coordinator:  The University employs one full-
time individual who provides instruction as well as operational support for the University at its Iowa 
instructional sites. 
 
Instructional/Supervisory Staff Qualifications:  The University provided the credentials for nine Iowa 
resident faculty members who provide instruction at the University’s Iowa location.  Six of the nine 
faculty members hold Master of Science in Nursing degrees.  Three of the nine faculty members 
hold doctoral degrees in areas such as education, ministry, and nursing education.  These faculty 
members have extensive professional experience and some have a significant history of community 
involvement.  
 
Commitment to Iowa Students and Teach-Out:  By executing an electronic signature on the 
registration application, Nebraska Wesleyan University President Frederik Ohles committed to the 
delivery of programs the University offers and agreed to provide alternatives for students to 
complete programs at the University or another school if the University closes a program, or if the 
University closes before students have completed their courses of study. 
 
Student Complaints:  None. 
 
Compliance with Iowa Code Chapter 714 
§714.18 – Evidence of Financial Responsibility 
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Nebraska Wesleyan University is in compliance with the provisions of Iowa Code Section 714.18, 
including a current corporate surety bond payable to the State of Iowa in the amount of $50,000 
and issued by Old Republic Surety Company. 
 
§714.23 – State Tuition Refund Policy 
 
The Iowa tuition refund policy does not apply to Nebraska Wesleyan University because it is not a 
for-profit institution.  
 


