
Make sure it’s  
all there
Be certain you submit all 
requested documentation 
with your college 
applications. These 
documents typically include:

• Application fee or waiver

• Letters of recommendation

•	 Official	ACT	and/or	
SAT scores

•	 Official	high	school	
transcript

•	 Official	college	transcripts	
for dual credit courses 
(if applicable)

• AP exam scores (if 
applicable)

After	you	finish,	watch	for	a	
confirmation	or	verification	
notice—that’s how you 
know your application was 
successfully submitted.
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APPLYING	FOR	COLLEGE	&	FINANCIAL	AID

Be aware of what you’ll owe
As you line up your college financial aid, make 
sure you understand how much debt you’re 
accruing. According to the Brookings Institution, 
about half of college freshmen in the United 
States underestimate the amount of their student 
loan debt. More than a quarter of students who 
take out federal loans think they have zero 
debt. Remember: All loans are debt and must be 
repaid. These loans might come from the federal 
government (Stafford, Perkins, Direct PLUS) or 
from private lenders. Learn more about student 
loans in our free brochure.

Applying to a public Iowa university?  
Know this number!
If you plan to apply to Iowa State University, the University of Iowa or 
the University of Northern Iowa, your Regent Admissions Index (RAI) is 
crucial. The RAI is a combination of your ACT or SAT score, high school 
rank, high school GPA and number of completed high school core courses. 
(An alternative formula is available if your high school doesn’t provide 
class rank.) If your RAI falls short, you might still be offered admission 
after the university conducts an individual review of your application. 
Calculate your RAI. You need an RAI of at least 245 to qualify for 
automatic admission.

Come	see	us	at	the	fair
Iowa College Aid will have a booth in Varied Industries Building at the 
Iowa State Fair, August 10-20. We’re on the south wall, straight back from 
the main entrance. Stop by to get free publications or to take part in our 
activity and get a blinking bracelet.

Iowa College Aid INSIDER

https://www.brookings.edu/research/are-college-students-borrowing-blindly/
http://iowacollegeaid.colorfx.net/products/pdf/IC-SLoan.pdf
http://www.iowaregents.edu/institutions/higher-education-links/regent-admission-index/

