
What colleges 
look for 
Many colleges say grades 
achieved in college prep 
classes are the most 
important factor they 
consider. But they’re not 
the only factor. Remind your 
students that colleges also 
look at:

•	 Difficulty	of	classes	taken	

• Class rank 

• ACT/SAT scores 

• Letters of recommendation 

• Extracurricular activities 

• Essays and/or interviews 

Those last three can be 
especially important for 
students who don’t excel at 
classwork or test-taking.
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AVAILABLE NOW:  
Updated free publications for 2017-18
Just in time for the Iowa State Fair and the start of a new school year, 
we have updated versions of “Your Course to College” and our brochures 
on scholarships and grants, financial aid, student loans and repayment 
programs. They’re all free and available on our website. You can order 
print copies or download digital versions on the spot. Print orders ship 
within 48 hours. Through Sunday (August 20), we’ll be handing out 
brochures and ordering information for “Your Course to College” at the 
Iowa State Fair. Stop by our booth in the Varied Industries Building, south 
wall, straight back from the main entrance. Anyone who takes part in our 
activity receives a blinking bracelet.

Average student loan debt  
in Iowa on the decline
The average student loan debt for new college graduates in Iowa dropped 
to 15th in the nation for the class of 2015, falling out of the top 10 for 
the first time since The Institute for College Access & Success began 
keeping track 11 years ago. Iowa peaked at No. 1 for average student 
debt with the class of 2007. For the class of 2014, Iowa’s average student 
loan debt was down to eighth-highest in the nation. The proportion of 
2015 graduates in Iowa who finished college with student loan debt was 
66 percent. That number ranked eighth in the nation, unchanged from 
the previous year but down from a peak of second-highest in 2007-09. 
Read the full “Student Debt and the Class of 2015” report. 

Iowa College Aid INSIDER

https://www.iowacollegeaid.gov/content/products-and-services
http://ticas.org/posd/home
http://ticas.org/sites/default/files/pub_files/classof2015.pdf

