
4 reasons to go  
to college
OPPORTUNITY Most of 
Iowa’s fastest-growing and 
highest-paying jobs require 
education beyond high 
school.

OPTIONS College increases 
your ability to solve 
problems, think critically, 
communicate clearly and 
manage multiple projects. 

INCOME College graduates 
earn more money—possibly 
more than $1 million more 
over a lifetime. 

SECURITY College graduates 
are more likely to have 
full-time jobs and are 
significantly less likely to be 
unemployed.
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Principal CEO: ‘You need to go to college’
Take it from a major employer’s perspective: College is crucial to 
career success. In a news conference last month at Southeast Polk High 
School, Dan Houston, CEO of Principal and co-chair of the Future Ready 
Iowa Alliance, delivered a pointed message to seniors. “You are now 
competing for jobs on a global basis,” he told them. “These jobs are 
highly portable. We can move them around the world, and we do. … You 
need to go to college. Over 70 percent of the jobs that are going to pay 
you a decent wage are going to require a college degree or some level of 
post-high school certificate.” The theme of the news conference, where 
Iowa’s governor and lieutenant governor also spoke, was the importance 
of filing a FAFSA. “College has gotten incredibly expensive,” Houston 
acknowledged. “The good news is the money’s there.” 
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ISU launches career information system
Iowa State University has developed a free online 
career information and decision-making system called 
My Academic Plan, or MAP. MAP is designed to help middle 
and high school students identify and explore career 
interests, plan a high school curriculum with those goals 
in mind and research college majors or training programs 
that fit those goals. MAP was officially approved by the 
Iowa Department of Education in December, and thousands of high school 
students are already using it.

Essays that get attention 
Drake University journalism professor Jeff Inman, who 
reviews applications for some of the school’s most 
prestigious scholarships, offers this inside advice: “It’s the 
essay that really solidifies the standouts for me. Those 
students who don’t just answer the question, but tell 
a story, really catch my eye. They don’t just talk about 
a fictional character they relate to or a quote they are 
inspired by. They find a moment in their life, an epiphany 
they had, or a failure they learned from and relate it to the question. To 
me, that shows they not only understand the essence of the question but 
also can make the kind of connections college demands of them. That 
said, typos undermine everything.”
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