
Our favorite 
quotes about 
teachers

“Let us remember: One 
book, one pen, one child, 
and one teacher can change 
the world.”  
—Malala Yousafzai

“It is the supreme art of 
the teacher to awaken joy 
in creative expression and 
knowledge.”  
—Albert Einstein

“I like a teacher who gives 
you something to take home 
to think about besides 
homework.”  
—Lily Tomlin

“A teacher affects eternity; 
he can never tell where his 
influence stops.”  
—Henry Adams

“Education is not the filling 
of a pail, but the lighting of 
a fire.”  
—William Butler Yeats
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Handling FAFSA without the DRT
The U.S. Department of Education announced last week that the IRS Data 
Retrieval Tool (DRT), which allows FAFSA filers to pull information directly 
from their tax returns, would be offline indefinitely “as a precautionary 
step following concerns that information from the tool could potentially 
be misused by identity thieves.” 

In the meantime, students can (and should) still file the FAFSA. Without 
the DRT, applicants will need copies of their tax return paperwork, which 
they can obtain from their tax preparer or tax software if not already on 
file. If necessary, students can request a tax transcript from the IRS, but 
be aware the delivery might take up to 10 days.

Helping students choose a major
Here are some questions to ask high school students as 
they try to decide on a college major.

Why do you want this major? Are you interested in and 
excited about the subject matter, or are you choosing 
something based on what your friends or family want you to do?

What do you know about this major? Look at the requirements and 
course descriptions. Talk to people who are currently studying this 
subject, or to graduates in this field. 

Which colleges are strong in this area? Some colleges specialize in 
certain majors or programs. The U.S. Department of Education College 
Scorecard can help narrow the field.

What is the career outlook? How many graduates in this major find 
employment in the field? The Bureau of Labor Statistics Occupational 
Outlook Handbook can help with this information.
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Write a top-notch letter  
of recommendation
Students applying for college admission or scholarships 
often ask teachers and counselors for letters of 
recommendation. Here’s how you can write letters that 
will show your students at their best:

Ask for the student’s input. They can help you create 
an outline. A good question to start with is “Which of your qualities would 
you like me to emphasize?”

Explain your connection. In your letter, be clear about how you know the 
student. Did you have them in a class? In an extracurricular activity? How 
long have you known them?

Provide new information. The application will show GPA, class rank, 
test scores, etc., so you don’t need to repeat this information. Instead, 
provide details that will create a fuller picture of the student.

Give specific examples. Back up the statements you make. Did you 
say someone is a team player? Mention a time they worked with other 
students, maybe students who didn’t share their viewpoint, to achieve 
a common goal. Did you say someone is a problem-solver? Discuss a 
particular obstacle and exactly how they got past it. Did you say someone 
is highly responsible? Explain how you put them in a position of trust.

Be honest. Don’t try to sell attributes a student doesn’t have. If someone 
isn’t a natural leader, don’t say they are. Focus on praise you can give 
truthfully.

Watch your deadlines. Make sure you know when the letter is due and 
how you’re expected to submit it.
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