
Helpful websites 
for college 
students

Volunteering can build 
your resume and give you 
valuable experience. Explore 
opportunities:  
volunteeriowa.org 

Get the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics’ scoop on jobs that 
are likely to offer the highest 
number of new positions and 
the highest median pay:  
bls.gov

Rent textbooks or buy used 
books:  
chegg.com 
efollett.com 
textbooks.com 
bookrenter.com 

Planning to transfer to 
Iowa State University, the 
University of Iowa or the 
University of Northern Iowa? 
Start here: 
transferiniowa.org

Subscribe to Iowa College 
Aid’s Education Empowers 
blog:  
iowacollegestudentaid 
commission.wordpress.com
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Succeeding in College and Career

Take advantage of higher 
education tax benefits
You or your family might benefit from these higher 
education tax credits and deductions. More information is 
available at IowaCollegeAid.gov or through IRS Publication 
970 at irs.gov. Consult a tax advisor if you have questions.

Student Loan Interest Deduction: Eligible borrowers may deduct interest 
paid on student loans (up to $2,500 each year).

American Opportunity Tax Credit: Eligible taxpayers may claim a credit 
of up to $2,500 for each eligible student within the student’s first four 
years of college.

Lifetime Learning Tax Credit: Eligible taxpayers may claim a credit of up 
to $2,000 per tax return for all years of postsecondary education and for 
courses to acquire or improve job skills.

Tuition & Fees Deduction: Eligible taxpayers may deduct up to $4,000 
paid for tuition and fees each year for each eligible student.

Tips for studying abroad
A semester or year in another country can help you gain 
perspective on your major and career. It also shows future 
employers that you are motivated, independent, willing to 
embrace challenges and able to cope with diverse people 
and situations. Keep these tips in mind if you decide to 
study abroad: 

Passport: Apply in plenty of time. The process can take six weeks or 
more. Speeding it up costs money. 

Credits: Talk with your advisor to make sure your credits from studying 
abroad will transfer to your college. 

Immunizations: It is your responsibility to get any necessary vaccinations 
and/or medical tests. Communicate closely with your study abroad 
coordinators so you don’t miss anything. 

Communications: International mobile phone plans can be expensive. 
Consider alternatives such as Skype Mobile Minutes, which allow you to 
call through an Internet connection. 

Finances: Inform your bank that you’ll be traveling so they don’t suspect 
fraudulent activity. Also, ask which banks you can use while you are away 
and which additional charges will apply.
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