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Iowa College Aid Announces 889 Scholarships 
$7 million in potential awards awaits students headed for Iowa schools 

  

Des Moines, IA, June 28, 2016 – Iowa College Aid last week notified 889 students that they had been selected to 
receive All Iowa Opportunity Scholarships.  
 
The maximum award for each student is $8,118, depending on factors such as financial need, enrollment level and 
the family’s expected contribution to tuition costs. Students may choose to receive the entire state-funded scholarship 
for the 2016-2017 school year or elect to have the payment distributed evenly between the 2016-2017 and 2017-2018 
school years. 
 
“Iowa began this scholarship in 2007 with the intent of identifying students who might feel that college is 
financially out of their reach,” said Karen Misjak, Executive Director of Iowa College Aid. “This scholarship 
particularly assists first-generation and under-represented students.” 
 
More than 10,000 Iowa students applied for the All Iowa Opportunity Scholarship. Of those, roughly 9 percent were 
selected based on high school performance and financial need. Priority was given to students from alternative high 
schools or alternative programs, and students in certain federal outreach programs. The scholarships must be used to 
attend colleges or universities in Iowa. 
 
For more information about the All Iowa Opportunity Scholarship or Iowa College Aid, visit IowaCollegeAid.gov. 
 

### 
About the Iowa College Student Aid Commission 
Iowa College Aid provides college access, financial literacy and outreach services to Iowa’s students and families as they prepare, plan 
and pay for college. Iowa College Aid also administers state scholarship, grant, work study, and loan forgiveness programs totaling over 
$70.0 million annually, conducts research and distributes higher education data, and offers Iowans assistance in obtaining student 
financial aid and college-related information. Through its role, Iowa College Aid also serves as the state-designated administrator of the 
U.S. Department of Education’s College Access Challenge Grant, which is designed to increase the college-going culture in Iowa. 
Additionally, Iowa College Aid is the administrator of the Federal GEAR UP Grant, a multi-year state-wide grant which is being utilized 
to provide early awareness programming and outreach initiatives to thousands of Iowa’s students and families. More information is 
available at www.IowaCollegeAid.gov. 
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