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GEAR UP Iowa to Host Parent Meeting at Ottumwa High School 
Parents of high school juniors invited to learn more about program services and scholarship opportunity  

 
 

Des Moines, IA., February 15, 2013 – The Iowa College Student Aid Commission (Iowa College Aid), in 

partnership with Ottumwa High School, announced today it will host a GEAR UP Iowa meeting for parents of 

high school juniors on Tuesday, February 19, 2013 at 6:00 p.m. in the Ottumwa High School library.  Parents 

will be provided detailed information on the transformative Gaining Early Awareness and Readiness for 

Undergraduate Programs (GEAR UP) and the services available to help students prepare for success in 

postsecondary programs after high school.  Parents are invited to attend to learn more about: 

 

• The GEAR UP Iowa Scholarship, which is available for all GEAR UP Iowa students upon high school 

graduation in 2014, to help pay college costs. 

• Free ACT and SAT testing for up to three attempts for GEAR UP Iowa students as well as ACT training 

at Ottumwa High School. 

• Information on financial aid for college. 

• The FAFSA4caster , an online tool to help families estimate their eligibility for federal student aid. A 

computer lab will be made available for families who want to access the tool.  Parents should bring a 

past income tax return form to help with this estimation process. 

 

“The mission of GEAR UP Iowa is to significantly increase the number of students who are prepared to enter and 

succeed in postsecondary education,” explained John Gilman, GEAR UP Iowa Project Coordinator for Iowa College 

Aid. “We recognize the important role parents play in the educational success of their students,” Gilman said.  “It is 

our intent to share information about the GEAR UP Iowa program with parents and to foster relationships between 

home, school and GEAR UP Iowa to enhance college preparation for the students in our program.” 

 

-more- 
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Iowa College Aid administers the GEAR UP Iowa program in partnership with the Iowa Department of 

Education and through support from state agencies, local school districts, postsecondary education institutions, 

community organizations, and local businesses. Funded by a $16.8 million federal grant, the program works to 

create a college-going culture through statewide and school-based services to a cohort of approximately 7,000 

Iowa high school students and their families. 

 

GEAR UP Iowa began in 2008 by serving a cohort of seventh grade students.  Currently in its fifth year, the 

students who are part of the GEAR UP Iowa cohort are now high school juniors.  More information on GEAR UP 

Iowa can be found on its website, www.gearupiowa.gov.  In addition, information to help Iowa families plan, 

prepare and pay for college is available on Iowa College Aid’s website at www.IowaCollegeAid.gov.  Questions 

regarding the event can be directed to Steve Zimmerman, GEAR UP Grant site coordinator by phone at  

641-683-4444 ext. 2512 or by email at steve.zimmerman@ottumwaschools.com. 

 

### 

About the Iowa College Student Aid Commission 
Iowa College Aid provides college access, financial literacy, and outreach services to Iowa’s students and families as they plan, 
prepare and pay for college.  Iowa College Aid also administers state scholarship, grant, work study, and loan forgiveness 
programs totaling over $60.0 million annually;  provides I Have A Plan Iowa™, the state-designated career information system, 
free to all Iowans; partners with financial institutions in the state to offer an online financial literacy platform free to all Iowa 
high schools; conducts research and distributes higher education data; and offers Iowans assistance in obtaining student 
financial aid and college-related information. Additionally, Iowa College Aid is the administrator of the Federal GEAR UP 
Grant, a multi-year state-wide grant which is being used to provide early awareness programming and outreach initiatives to 
thousands of Iowa’s students and families.  Through its role, Iowa College Aid also serves as the state-designated administrator 
of the U.S. Department of Education’s College Access Challenge Grant, which is designed to increase the college-going culture 
in Iowa.  Iowa College Aid is also responsible for registering postsecondary institutions and other instructional schools under 
Iowa Code Chapter 261B and sections of Chapter 714. More information is available at www.IowaCollegeAid.gov. 
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