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New Tutoring Center Available for Des Moines High School Students
Partnership offers students an opportunity to improve academic performance.

Des Moines, IA., November 8, 2011 — The lowa College Student Aid Commission (lowa College Aid) today
announced the opening of the College Access Programs (CAP) Tutoring Center. The center is a new resource for high

school students attending Des Moines Public Schools to help them stay on track to graduate.

The CAP Tutoring Center was made possible through a partnership between GEAR UP lowa (administered by lowa
College Aid), Des Moines Public Schools GEAR UP, and TRiO programs at Central College, Simpson College and
Des Moines Area Community College. The center is currently housed on the 2" floor of the Des Moines Public
Library’s Central Campus on Tuesday evenings from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., with plans of offering additional
locations and times in the future. By offering students a free tutoring program with evening hours, the CAP Tutoring
Center strives to provide the help they need to perform well in school and to keep them from giving up on their

dreams.

“This new tutoring center is a great opportunity for students,” said Karen Misjak, executive director of lowa College
Aid. “With limited hours in the school day and limited resources in our schools, some students aren’t able to receive
the amount of time and assistance they need in order to succeed,” Misjak stated. “By offering the CAP Tutoring

Center outside of school hours, we are giving students the opportunity to seek out additional assistance they need for
academic success. Ultimately, we hope to build self-confidence among the students and help them develop a love of

learning.”

The CAP Tutoring Center utilizes the skills of live tutors, including current college students and retired educators, as
well as high-tech homework help through Tutoring.com which is provided by the Des Moines Public Library. The
dedicated team of tutors strives to make a difference with each student, and in addition, the tutors also gain valuable

knowledge and experience.
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“Working with students at the College Access Programs Tutoring [Center] ... has offered me an experience that | can
relate to my school and my major,” said Taylor Eaton, a senior psychology major at Central College. “Being able to
interact and help these students with their homework has helped improve my understanding of teens. | appreciate the

opportunity to help tutor these students and move them forward on their path to academic and life success.”

For more information about the CAP Tutoring Center, please contact John Gilman, GEAR UP lowa project
coordinator, at 877-272-4456. In addition, more information to help lowa families plan, prepare and pay for college is
available on lowa College Aid’s website, www.lowaCollegeAid.gov.
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About the lowa College Student Aid Commission

lowa College Aid provides college access, financial literacy, and outreach services to lowa’s students and families as they
prepare, plan and pay for college. lowa College Aid also administers state scholarship, grant, work study, and loan forgiveness
programs totaling nearly $60.0 million annually, administers the Federal Family Education Loan Program (FFELP)program,
provides borrowers with assistance to avoid the serious consequences of default, conducts research and distributes higher
education data, and offers lowans assistance in obtaining student financial aid and college-related information. Through its role,
lowa College Aid also serves as the state-designated administrator of the U.S. Department of Education’s College Access
Challenge Grant, which is designed to increase the college-going culture in lowa. Additionally, lowa College Aid is the
administrator of the Federal GEAR UP Grant, a multi-year state-wide grant which is being used to provide early awareness
programming and outreach initiatives to thousands of lowa’s students and families. More information is available at
www.lowaCollegeAid.gov.
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