
Types of college 
admission 
deadlines
Admission deadlines vary, so 
check with schools where 
you want to apply. These 
are the different types of 
deadline you might run into:

REGULAR ADMISSIONS: All 
students must apply by 
a specific date, then the 
school sends all acceptance 
and rejection letters at the 
same time.

ROLLING ADMISSIONS: 
Students apply at any time 
during the admissions 
period. The school evaluates 
each application as it’s 
received, so admission to 
qualified students is granted 
on a first-come, first-served 
basis.

EARLY DECISION: You promise 
to attend this school if 
accepted, and agree not to 
apply to any other school. 
Don’t use this option unless 
you’re 100 percent sure of 
your school choice.
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Applying for College and Financial Aid

Apply for these scholarships by March 1
If you haven’t filed your FAFSA and 
Iowa Financial Aid Application, you 
still have time—but don’t wait too 
much longer! March 1 deadlines 
are approaching for these Iowa 
scholarships and grants:

- The All Iowa Opportunity 
Scholarship (priority deadline) is 
available to Iowa students who have 
a minimum 2.5 GPA on a 4.0 scale 
and demonstrate financial need. 

- The Governor Terry E. Branstad 
Iowa State Fair Scholarship (final 
deadline) recognizes up to four outstanding high school seniors who have 
actively participated in the Iowa State Fair. 

- The All Iowa Opportunity Foster Care Grant and Education Training 
Voucher (priority deadlines) provide funds to students who are in foster 
care, were in foster care, were adopted from foster care or have 
graduated from a state training school.

Priority deadlines mean you might still be considered if you file after 
March 1, but only if funding remains. Boost your chances of receiving aid 
by filing on time!

Decoding your award letter
Yay, you got accepted! But wait, what’s this letter with all these dollar 
amounts? What do you owe? What are scholarships and grants? Your 
financial aid award letter outlines all the financial resources available 
through your school to help pay for your education. Here are some tips to 
help you understand it:

Know what’s not there. Not all your college costs will necessarily be 
covered in your award letter. Direct costs such as tuition, room and board 
are charged directly by your school. Indirect costs, such as books or 
travel, are generally not charged by your school and might not be covered 
in your letter.

Check out the timeline. This letter reflects your costs for one year. Many 
loans will be available each year, but grants or scholarships might require 
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(continued on next page)

https://fafsa.gov/
https://icaps.iowacollegeaid.gov/ICAPS/ApplicationProcess/ApplicationMainPage.aspx
https://www.iowacollegeaid.gov/content/all-iowa-opportunity-scholarship
https://www.iowacollegeaid.gov/content/all-iowa-opportunity-scholarship
https://www.iowacollegeaid.gov/content/iowa-state-fair-scholarship
https://www.iowacollegeaid.gov/content/iowa-state-fair-scholarship
https://iowacollegeaid.gov/content/all-iowa-opportunity-foster-care-grant
https://iowacollegeaid.gov/content/education-and-training-voucher-etv-grant
https://iowacollegeaid.gov/content/education-and-training-voucher-etv-grant
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a new application each year or might be available only for one year.

Find the free money. Look for the words “scholarship” and “grant,” 
which mean that, unlike loans, you won’t have to repay that money. 
Don’t panic if you see the name of an award you didn’t think you applied 
for; these awards are often given based on financial need as determined 
by your FAFSA.

Find more information about award letters on our Education Empowers 
blog.

Financial education clearinghouse 
relaunched
Jump$tart, a nonprofit coalition 
for financial literacy, recently 
launched the next generation of its 
Jump$tart Clearinghouse of financial 
education resources. The updated 
site has increased search capabilities 
and lets users rate and comment 
on resources. The Jump$tart 
Clearinghouse provides resources 
for students from preschool through 
college, with many of the tools offered at no cost. Enter your search 
terms, grade level, resource type (book, CD, calculator, etc.) and a price 
range. The resources that display are provided by coalition partners, 
businesses, professional associations, educational nonprofits, academia 
and government agencies. Iowa College Aid is a member of the Iowa 
Jump$tart Coalition.

(continued)

https://iowacollegestudentaidcommission.wordpress.com/2017/01/10/understand-the-true-cost-of-college-attendance-by-decoding-award-letters/
http://clearinghouse.jumpstart.org/resource/search/

