
Our mission
We advocate for and support 
Iowans as they explore, 
finance and complete 
educational opportunities 
beyond high school to 
increase family and 
community success.

Our motto
Because college changes 
everything.

Our vision
All Iowans can achieve an 
education beyond high 
school. 

Our values
• Put students first

• Respect and honor the 
dignity of each other and 
all those we serve

• Uphold the public trust

• Create and nurture 
internal and external 
partnerships that benefit 
our customers

• Provide services to our 
customers that exceed 
expectations and address 
their changing needs

• Develop and empower a 
motivated, compassionate, 
professional and 
accountable team

• Utilize evidence-based 
decision-making

• Strive to improve 
internal and external 
communication and 
increase transparency

February 24, 2017

Iowa College Aid Programs 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GEAR UP Iowa holds statewide conference
More than 125 education professionals from around the state registered 
for a two-day “Keep the Momentum” conference held this week by 
GEAR UP Iowa. Among the presentations at the Holiday Inn-Airport in Des 
Moines was a panel discussion by four GEAR UP Iowa alumni, above, all 
current juniors at Iowa universities. They talked about how GEAR UP Iowa 
helped them navigate the process of applying for college and financial 
aid, how they’ve chosen to help students who came after them, and what 
advice they’d give to current GEAR UP Iowa students. General session 
speakers were April Bell, director of constituent relations for NCCEP; 
Jerrod Murr, co-founder of Paradigm Shift; Dr. Katherine Richardson 
Bruna, founding director of ISU 4U Promise; and best-selling author 
Arel Moodie.
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Governor and lieutenant governor praise 
FAFSA Completion Initiative
In a news conference on February 
13, Gov. Terry Branstad and Lt. Gov. 
Kim Reynolds (right) praised Iowa 
College Aid’s FAFSA Completion 
Initiative and encouraged more 
schools to participate. Reynolds 
pointed out that statewide FAFSA 
completion rates so far this cycle, 
at 59 percent, are rapidly closing in 
on the 63 percent from last cycle. 
Branstad called the FAFSA a “critical 
step to enrolling in college or career training after graduation because it 
is the gateway to most financial aid.” In the event at Southeast Polk High 
School, Southeast Polk Superintendent Dirk Halupnik also underscored 
the importance of filing the FAFSA. “Part of setting students up for 
postsecondary success is heling them to access available aid,” he said. 
Watch the news conference on our Facebook page. 

Latino students in Perry 
connect with college mentors
GEAR UP Iowa students from Perry High School began a cultural responsive 
curriculum this month to promote academic success and build a college-
going culture among Latino students. The program, designed by GEAR UP 
Iowa, connects small groups of Latino high school students with Latino 
college students for mentoring on identity development, self-efficacy 
and self-determination in relation to college and career readiness. Ten 
GEAR UP Iowa students will meet weekly with Latino students from 
Iowa State University. 
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