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Looking for stats on higher 
education in Iowa? Try 
Iowa College Aid’s Higher 
Education Data Center. You’ll 
find information on:

• State grants and 
scholarships

• Student loan debt

• Federal financial aid 

• Iowa colleges and 
universities

• Our annual Condition of 
Higher Education report
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Teaching & Advising College-Bound Students

New Web page compares  
FAFSA completion rates by school
Iowa College Aid has a new Web page, FAFSA.iowa.gov, that compares 
FAFSA filing rates at individual high schools in Iowa. Executive director 
Karen Misjak unveiled the page Monday in a news conference at Southeast 
Polk High School with Gov. Terry Branstad and Lt. Gov. Kim Reynolds. The 
page compares completion rates from the 2016-17 cycle with submission 
rates and completion rates so far in the 2017-18 cycle. (Submitted 
FAFSAs are slightly higher because that number includes FAFSAs that have 
been flagged for errors or omissions. Once those errors are corrected, 
the FAFSAs count as complete.) Numbers on the page will be updated 
regularly, and some schools have already surpassed their completion rates 
from the last cycle. “This is our call to action,” Misjak said. “We look 
forward to watching these numbers grow across Iowa.” Sign up here for 
Iowa College Aid’s FAFSA Completion Initiative.
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Register for Iowa College Decision Day!
You’ve heard of signing day for athletes, right? Let’s celebrate all college 
decisions in the same fashion. Participate in Iowa College Decision Day on 
or around May 1. College Decision Day gives high schools and communities 
the opportunity to recognize high school seniors for their decision to 
continue education beyond high school and is step three of Iowa College 
Aid’s 3-Step Process of building a college-going culture. Iowa College Aid 
invites you to celebrate your students’ hard work by hosting a College 
Decision Day event. Whether a city-wide event or a school-based day, 
the experience is sure to leave your students with a feeling of pride and 
excitement for their future. Learn more and register.

Condition of Education report released
The Iowa Department of Education released its annual Condition of 
Education report last month. Among the information highlighted in an 
article on the department’s website:

• The number of students in Iowa public schools went up in 2015-16 by 
about 0.6 percent, rising for the fifth straight year.

• Minority student enrollment was up less than 1 percent.

• The portion of public school students who are English Language 
Learners held steady. 

• More students took chemistry, physics and higher-level mathematics 
(including calculus, statistics and trigonometry) than the year before. 

• The percentage of students in the class of 2015 who graduated in four 
years rose to 90.8 percent from 90.5 percent the year before.

• Iowa’s average teacher salary increased 2 percent to $56,449 in 2015-
16, landing it 23rd in national rankings.

• The state’s per-pupil expense was $10,622 in 2014-15, up slightly from 
the year before and 27th nationally.

Read the Department of Education article or the full Condition of 
Education report.
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