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ACT is Unique 

ACT is a nonprofit organization 
driven by our mission, our vision, 
and our values. 
• Our mission—Helping people achieve 

education and workplace success 

• Our vision—To impact lifelong 
success  
for individuals as they define it 

• Our values—Excellence, diversity, 
leadership, empowerment, learning,  
and sustainability 

 

 



ACT as a Resource      www.ACT.org  

• ACT’s role is to give insight to instruction.   
• ACT seeks to partner around student 

needs. 
• ACT provides hundreds of free online 

resources. 
– Research to use with your stakeholders. 
– Actstudent.org to support CCR and Planning 

for students. 
– www.act.org/path/parent to bring parents into 

the process. 
 

http://www.act.org/path/parent


Visualization 







:The Will” Quote 
How many effective schools would you 
have to see to be persuaded of the 
educability of poor children?  
 
We can, whenever and wherever we 
choose, successfully teach all children 
whose schooling is of interest to us. We 
already know more than we need to do 
that. Whether or not we do it must finally 
depend on how we feel about the fact that 
we haven't so far."  
 
-- Ronald Edmonds, Harvard University 



ACT CCR Benchmarks  



National vs Iowa Performance 

•22,526 of your 
graduates (66%) took 
the ACT. 

•From 2009–2013, the 
number of ACT test-
taking graduates has 
increased by 0.7%, 
while the number of 
graduates in your state 
has decreased by 6.2% 







Iowa Performance 



Iowa Performance 



Iowa Performance 



Iowa Performance 



Iowa Performance All 4 



Dyad Activity: 3-2-1  (5 minutes) 

• State 3 facts you just learned about Iowa student 
performance. 

• Predict 2 ways Iowa students may differ from the national 
population. 

• Name the 1 best way to close performance gaps. 



Iowa Preferences 



STEM National Performance 



STEM National Performance 



STEM Performance in Iowa – Expressed and Measured 

•4,153 of your graduates 
have an expressed and 
measured interest in 
STEM. 

•66% tested in Iowa. 



STEM Performance in Iowa 

•Science shows 
the greatest 
difference. 
Watch the light 
blue space. 



STEM Performance in Iowa - Ethnicity 

• Iowa data mirrors the 
national gaps. 

•Wide variation in PI 
data due to small N 
count (11). 



STEM Performance in Iowa - Gender 



STEM Performance in Iowa 

•Level of expressed 
degree attainment is 
correlated to 
performance. 

•The correlation is 
stronger when students 
have expressed and 
measured interest in 
STEM. 



Dyad Activity: 3-2-1  (5 minutes) 

• State 3 facts you just learned about Iowa STEM 
performance. 

• Predict 2 ways Iowa students may benefit from local and 
state STEM programs. 

• Name 1 way to elevate students aspirations. 



Thanks! 
Charles Simmons, Ed.D. 
Senior Account Manager 

ACT Client Relations 
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For More Info: 
www.act.org 

www.act.org/engage 
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