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IDENTIFYING IN-DEMAND OCCUPATIONS AND 
TRAINING 

o  Industry Projections (Short Term) 
 

o  Occupational Projections (Short & Long Term) 
 

o  Iowa Wages 
 

o  Training & Education Needs 
 
 



Poverty Level Wages  
by Household Size: 
1 - $11,670 

 2 - $15,730 
 3 - $19,790 
 
 

U.S. Department of Health & 
Human Services Poverty 

Measures 

Living Wages 
 Polk County - Example: 
 1  Adult - $18,116 
 2 Adults - $29,744 
 1 Adult, 1 Child - $40,664 

 
Provides the minimum 

estimate of the cost of living 
for low wage families 

 
 

POVERTY LEVEL & LIVING WAGE INFORMATION 



Educational Services (3,390 jobs) 
Specialty Trade Contractors (2,370) 
Food Services & Drinking Places (2,255) 
Ambulatory Health Care Services (2,065) 
Social Assistance (1,980) 
Administrative Support Services (1,940) 
Professional, Scientific & Technical (1,445) 
Credit Intermediation & Related Activities (1,415) 
Fabricated Metal Manufacturing (1,370) 

 

 
INDUSTRIES WITH THE LARGEST GROWTH  
STATEWIDE (2013-2015)  
 



Educational Services: 
Teachers (not specified) 
 Bachelor’s or above 
  Average:  $47,172 
Office Support 
 Associate’s degree or 
 Certificate 
 Average: $31,779 

 
Financial & Business Operations 
 Bachelor’s degree 
 Average:  $58,601 
Teachers Assistants 
 Some College 
 Average:  $22,095 
 

IN-DEMAND OCCUPATIONS 
EDUCATION & IOWA WAGES (EXAMPLES) 



Specialty Trade: 
Construction & Extraction 
 High School/Certificate 
 Average:  $40,573 
Installation & Maintenance 
 High School/Certificate 
  Average :  $36,180 

 

Electricians 
 Certificate/Training 
  Average :  $48,458 
 

Office Support – same as previous 
 

Pipelayers & Plumbers 
 Certificate/Training 
  Average :  $48,683 

 

IN-DEMAND OCCUPATIONS 
EDUCATION & IOWA WAGES 



Accommodation & Food Service: 
Food Preparation 
 Less than High School 
 Average:  $19,707 
Waiters & Waitresses 
 High School 
 Average:  $19,295 

 

 
Fast Food 
 Less than High School 
 Average:  $17,839 
 

 

IN-DEMAND OCCUPATIONS 
EDUCATION & IOWA WAGES 

Turnover rate ranges from 15% to 17% in this industry.  Additionally, over 15% of the 
workforce is between 14 and 18 years of age and another 9% over age 55 



o Computer & Mathematical 2.5% (1,300 Annual Openings) 
o Healthcare Support 2.5% (1,875) 
o Personal Care & Service 2.4% (2,680)  
o Healthcare Practitioners & Technical 2.3% (3,500) 
o Community & Social Services 2.2% (1,090) 
o Construction & Extraction 2.2% (3,240) 
o Business & Financial Operations 2.0% (2,850) 

FASTEST GROWING OCCUPATIONAL GROUPS BY 
PERCENTAGE IN IOWA (2010-2020) 

Specialty Trade 

Ambulatory Health Care Services  

Ambulatory Health Care Services  

Ambulatory Care 

Social Assistance 

Everywhere 

Everywhere 

Industry 



Represents 7,290 job increase from 2010-2020 
o Computer Systems Analyst – 3.4% (1,700) 
o Computer Support Specialists – 2.2% (1,045) 
o Computer Software Engineers, Systems Software – 3.4% (905) 
o Network & Computer Systems Administrators – 2.8% (895) 
o Computer Software Engineers, Applications – 2.3% (825)  
o Computer Programmers– 2.0% (805) 

COMPUTER & MATHEMATICAL  
IOWA AVERAGE ANNUAL GROWTH RATE   2.5% 



COMPUTER & MATHEMATICAL  
REGIONAL GROWTH RATE COMPARISON  

o  Des Moines Region – 2.9%  
o   Computer Systems Analyst – 3.7% (200 total jobs) 
o Computer Programmers – 1.3% (70 total jobs) 

 
o  Northwest Iowa Region – 1.8%  
o Computer Systems Analyst – Not listed 
o Computer Programmers – Not listed 

 
o Southeast Iowa Region – 2.3% 
o Computer Systems Analyst – 3.6% (5 total jobs) 
o Computer Programmers – 2.5% (5 total jobs) 
 

 



Workforce Regions 



Percent Growth: 
Other Information Services (11.1% = 15 jobs) 
Support Activities for Transportation (9.0% = 70 jobs) 
 
Job Growth – Number: 
Educational Services (1.9% = 880 jobs) 
Credit Intermediation & Related (3.2% = 765 jobs) 
Specialty Trade Contractors (6.4% = 690 jobs) 
Food Services & Drinking Places (2.4% = 640 jobs) 

 

 
INDUSTRIES WITH THE LARGEST GROWTH  
DES MOINES REGION (2013-2015)  
 



TOP OCCUPATIONAL CATEGORIES  
DES MOINES REGION ANNUAL JOB GROWTH 

Office & Administrative Support = 2,780 
Sales & Related = 2,135 
Food Preparation & Service = 1,485 
Business & Financial Operations = 1,225 
Transportation & Material Moving = 1,305 
Management = 1,010 
Healthcare Practitioners & Technical = 930 



HIGHEST ANNUAL JOB OPENINGS 
DES MOINES REGION – ANNUAL OPENINGS 
 

Highest Number of Openings & Average Salary by Occupation 
Does Not Require Post-secondary Training 

 
 Retail Sales = 580     $26,631 * 
 Cashier = 500     $19,013 * 
 Customer Service Representative = 485 $32,443 
Waiters & Waitresses = 380   $19,566 * 
 Office Clerks = 355    $30,879 

 
*Indicates below living wage for 2 adult household in Polk County 

 



OCCUPATIONAL GROWTH BY REGION 
 DES MOINES REGION – ANNUAL OPENINGS 

Highest Number of Openings & Average Salary by Occupation 
Require  Some Post-secondary Training 

 
 Registered Nurse = 335    $55,231 
 Computer Systems Analyst = 200   $78,602 
 Accountants & Auditors = 175  $67,915 
Nursing Aides & Orderlies = 130  $21,559 * 
 Elementary School Teachers = 125  $51,079 
 Computer Support Specialists = 100  $45,151 
 
*Indicates below living wage for 2 adult household in Polk County 

 
 



TOP CATEGORIES ANNUALLY 
NORTHWEST REGION BY NUMBER 

Office & Administrative Support = 315 
Sales & Related = 310 
Production = 245 
Management = 235 
Transportation & Material Moving = 190 
Education & Training = 160 
Construction & Extraction = 135 



HIGHEST ANNUAL JOB OPENINGS 
NORTHWEST REGION – ANNUAL OPENINGS 
 

Highest Number of Openings & Average Salary by Occupation 
Does Not Require Post-secondary Training 

 
 Cashier = 110     $18,575 * 
 Retail Sales = 75    $25,056 * 
 Home Health Aides= 70   $19,896 * 
 Office Clerks = 60    $26,388 * 
Waiters & Waitresses = 60   $19,927 * 

 
*Indicates below living wage for 2 adult household in O’Brien County ($26,707) 
 

 



OCCUPATIONAL GROWTH BY REGION 
NORTHWEST REGION – ANNUAL OPENINGS 

Highest Number of Openings & Average Salary by Occupation 
Require  Some Post-secondary Training 

 
Heavy & Tractor Trailer Truck Drivers = 65  $34,666 
 Registered Nurse = 50    $79,718 
Nursing Aides & Orderlies = 20   $20,269 * 
 Elementary School Teachers = 20   $41,406 
Middle School Teachers = 20   $45,859 
 Licensed Practical Nurse = 15   $36,252 
 Community & Social Service Specialists = 15  $25,137 * 

 
*Indicates below living wage for 2 adult household in O’Brien County ($26,707) 

 



TOP CATEGORIES ANNUALLY 
SOUTHEAST REGION BY NUMBER 

Production = 275 
Office & Administrative Support = 245 
Transportation & Material Moving = 230 
Food Preparation & Serving = 160 
Healthcare Practitioners & Technical = 120 
Management = 110 
Construction & Extraction = 100 



HIGHEST ANNUAL JOB OPENINGS 
SOUTHEAST REGION – ANNUAL OPENINGS 
 

Highest Number of Openings & Average Salary by Occupation 
Does Not Require Post-secondary Training 

 
 Cashier = 75     $18,588 * 
 Retail Sales = 55    $24,967 * 
Waiters & Waitresses = 50   $17,477 * 
 Childcare Workers = 40   $17,139 * 
 Team Assemblers = 35   $32,167 

 
*Indicates below living wage for 2 adult household in Lee County ($27,498) 

 
 



OCCUPATIONAL GROWTH BY REGION 
SOUTHEAST REGION – ANNUAL OPENINGS 

Highest Number of Openings & Average Salary by Occupation 
Require  Some Post-secondary Training 

 
Heavy & Tractor-Trailer Truck Drivers = 70  $28,390 
 Registered Nurse = 45    $52,298 
 Elementary School Teachers = 30   $50,459 
Nursing Aides & Orderlies = 20   $22,640 * 
 Licensed Practical Nurse = 15    $35,478 
 First-line Supervisors of Production = 10  $49,160 

 
*Indicates below living wage for 2 adult household in Lee County ($27,498) 

 
 



OPPORTUNITIES FOR TRAINING 

Workforce Training & Economic 
Development (WTED) Fund 
supports programs to train 
Iowans 
 
Source for: 
•  New program innovation 
•  New program development 
•  Capacity building for career & 
    technical education (CTE) 

   
   
    
  

   

  





MYSKILLS MYFUTURE 



JOB LISTINGS FOR RELATED JOBS 

Choose a Location 
(ZIP Code)  and 

 Distance 

Click on “GO” 



BEST MATCH FOR LOCATION 

The jobs listed are those   
that best match  

“Registered Nurse”  

Website lists: 

• Job listings 

• Business location 

• Typical wage 

• Typical education/ 
training 



DESCRIPTION & DETAILS 

Tabs to help guide you 



TASKS &  
TOOLS 

 

• Typical job 
duties 

• Tools used to 
perform the job 

• Technology to 
use 

• Additional career 
exploration 
information 



TRAINING & CERTIFICATION 

• Institutions that offer 
programs 

• Distance from your 
Zipcode 

• Program information 

• Institution links 



COMPARE WAGES, SKILLS & TRAINING 



EMPLOYERS 
• Employer Name 

• Distance from your 
residential ZIP Code 

• Description of the 
business 

• What industry  

• Range of number of 
employees  

 

• “Narrow Your Results” 
with button at the top 



JOBS 

• Where is the job 

• When it was posted 

• Job Title 

• Apply for the job 
directly from the 
website. 



RESOURCES 
Poverty Level 2014: 

http://aspe.hhs.gov/poverty/14poverty.cfm 

Living Wage Calculator by State & County: 

http://livingwage.mit.edu/states/19/locations 

Occupational Network – Knowledge, Skills & Wages: 

http://www.onetonline.org 

Turnover & Employment by Age & Industry: 

http://lehd.ces.census.gov/applications/qwi_online/ 

Occupational & Industry Projections and Wage Survey: 

http://iwin.iwd.state.ia.us/iowa/OlmisZine 

Career and Training Exploration – My Skills My Future 

www.myskillsmyfuture.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://aspe.hhs.gov/poverty/14poverty.cfm
http://aspe.hhs.gov/poverty/14poverty.cfm
http://livingwage.mit.edu/states/19/locations
http://www.onetonline.org/
http://www.onetonline.org/
http://lehd.ces.census.gov/applications/qwi_online/
http://iwin.iwd.state.ia.us/iowa/OlmisZine
http://www.myskillsmyfuture.org/


QUESTIONS  

Contact Information: 
 

Paula Nissen, Education Outcomes Consultant 
Iowa Department of Education 

Community College Division 
 

Paula.Nissen2@iowa.gov 
515-281-3550 
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