
What’s new  
with the FAFSA
After a data breach last year, 
the IRS Data Retrieval Tool 
for FAFSA filers was taken 
offline for seven months. The 
DRT will return when the new 
FAFSA cycle opens October 1, 
with these changes to improve 
security:

• IRS data will be encrypted 
and hidden from view on 
the FAFSA web page.

• Applicants will be 
provided a list of possible 
tax return fields that 
could transfer but will not 
be able to view that tax 
return information. 

• Instead, applicants will see 
the words “Transferred 
from the IRS” in the data 
entry fields. 

• Additional steps will be 
required for applicants 
and parents who filed a 
joint tax return and for 
certain IRA rollovers.
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College and career counseling courses  
begin October 16
Iowa Go Alliance Academy will offer these three online courses beginning 
October 16: 

• Building a College-Going Culture for All Students 

• Financial Aid and College Applications (Prerequisite: Building a  
College-Going Culture for All Students)

• Maximizing Counselor Impact: A Module for Administrators

Iowa Go Alliance Academy is a college and career counseling training 
program provided by Iowa College Aid in partnership with Southern 
Regional Education Board and AEA PD Online. Courses are offered for 
license renewal or graduate credit through Drake University, Morningside 
University and Viterbo University. Space is limited, so register today. For 
more information, e-mail Ashley McKenna. 

ISU plans Spanish-language family visit day
The Iowa State University Office of Admissions and Lambda Theta Phi 
Fraternity will host a Spanish-language Latino Family Visit Day on 
Saturday, October 7. Campus and residence hall tours and a panel 
presentation by Latino and Latina students will be conducted entirely 
in Spanish. Visitors will also eat lunch in a campus cafeteria. Space is 
limited. Register on the ISU website or by calling 515-294-0014.
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U.S. needs more speakers of second 
language, study says
More workers in the United States need to learn a language other than 
English in order to keep the nation competitive in a global economy and 
to meet the needs of individual citizens, according to a study by the 
American Academy of Arts & Sciences. Currently, about one-fifth of the 
population speaks a language other than English at home, “and only a 
fraction of this cohort speaks, reads, and comprehends a second language 
well enough to use it in their everyday lives,” the study says. The 
academy recommends more language learning opportunities for students 
at every level, including study abroad programs for college students.
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