
Our mission
We advocate for and support 
Iowans as they explore, 
finance and complete 
educational opportunities 
beyond high school to 
increase family and 
community success.

Our motto
Because college changes 
everything.

Our vision
All Iowans can achieve an 
education beyond high 
school. 

Our values
• Put students first

• Respect and honor the 
dignity of each other and 
all those we serve

• Uphold the public trust

• Create and nurture 
internal and external 
partnerships that benefit 
our customers

• Provide services to our 
customers that exceed 
expectations and address 
their changing needs

• Develop and empower a 
motivated, compassionate, 
professional and 
accountable team

• Utilize evidence-based 
decision-making

• Strive to improve 
internal and external 
communication and 
increase transparency
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GEAR UP Iowa holds second student summit
The GEAR UP Iowa team gathered 68 high school students from around 
the state for our second leadership summit June 25-28 at Iowa State 
University. The rising sophomores and eight college student mentors spent 
three nights in a dorm, ate in a cafeteria and soaked in the atmosphere 
of college life. Activities included learning to set smart goals to reach 
college, a breakout session on the risks of social media, an exercise 
in access to community-building resources, making care packages for 
members of the U.S. military and putting students’ artistic skills to use 
in a lighthearted fashion show. On the last morning, students presented 
skits to demonstrate what they had learned, then collected their 
graduation certificates.
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Success story: State 
Fair scholarship
Kaitlyn Boyer might know the Iowa 
State Fairgrounds as well as she 
knows her own backyard. She showed 
livestock there. She volunteered 
at the Cattlemen’s Beef Quarters. 
She worked in the Varied Industries 
Building for her family’s business. 
Her food and photography projects 
were selected to compete. With that 
background, Kaitlyn was a natural 
choice for the 2016 Governor Terry E. 
Branstad Iowa State Fair Scholarship. 
Kaitlyn is applying her scholarship to animal science studies at Iowa State 
University, where she just finished her freshman year. “I’m from a farm 
family, and being solely responsible for my education, I was told to look 
out for scholarships and apply for any I possibly could,” Kaitlyn says. “I 
was really honored to receive this one.” Watch for an announcement of 
this year’s State Fair Scholarship winners in a few weeks.
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