
Twitter accounts 
to follow

ASCA 
@ASCAtweets 
Info from the American 
School Counselor Association, 
including links to webinars.

NACAC  
@NACAC 
Live chats and bulletins from 
the National Association for 
College Admission.

The Chronicle  
@chronicle 
News updates from The 
Chronicle of Higher 
Education.

NYT Education Life 
@nytedlife 
Daily news from a quarterly 
special section of the New 
York Times.

Iowa College Aid 
@IACollegeAid 
Scholarship and grant 
reminders and tips from Iowa 
College Aid.
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9 percent more seniors  
filed FAFSAs this year
The number of FAFSAs filed by high school seniors 
as of June 30 rose more than 9 percent over the 
previous year, according to the National College 
Access Network. In Iowa, the rate of increase 
was more than 8 percent. NCAN pointed to three 
factors: a longer filing window, use of prior-
prior year tax data and awareness campaigns 
all over the country. FAFSA numbers were up in 
49 states and the District of Columbia. The biggest jump was in Utah, 
with an increase of more than 32 percent. Only Rhode Island, where 
the size of the senior class decreased significantly, saw a drop. The 
national completion rate for high school seniors was 61 percent, up from 
56 percent a year earlier. These numbers mark the first uptick after four 
years of decline in FAFSA filing.

FAFSA data tool will be back 
October 1 with new protections
The U.S. Department of Education has confirmed that the IRS Data 
Retrieval Tool, or DRT, will be functional—with new security measures—for 
students who file the FAFSA beginning October 1. The tool, which pulls 
data directly from tax returns, was disabled in March over concerns about 
identity theft. As a security precaution, tax information will now be 
hidden from an applicant’s view. In addition, applicants will be notified 
by mail after the DRT is used to access their tax information. Two people 
have been charged with identify theft, false claims and conspiracy after 
they allegedly used the DRT to steal thousands of taxpayer identities and 
file for more than $12 million in tax refunds. Read the U.S. Department of 
Justice’s news release about their case.  

X
Registration is open for Course to College (formerly 3-Step Process), 
a program to help high schools guide seniors on the path to college. 
Participating schools receive free training, toolkits, promotional materials 
and assistance working with media to promote college-oriented events.
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