
Twitter accounts 
to follow

ACT 
@ACTStudent 
Test prep, sample questions 
and deadline reminders 
from the nonprofit that 
administers the ACT.

The College Board 
@CollegeBoard 
Test tips, dates and other 
helpful info from the 
nonprofit that administers 
the SAT. 

Federal Student Aid 
@FAFSA 
Advice from the office that 
provides federal grants, 
loans and work-study.

Iowa College Aid 
@IACollegeAid 
Fun memes, reminders and 
links to resources for Iowa 
students.

Your college choice 
Follow any college where 
you want to apply or have 
been accepted.
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Should I retake the ACT?
Nearly half of students who took the ACT last year repeated the exam at 
least once. Should you? According to ACT, more than half of repeat test 
takers improved their scores. The average composite ACT score in 2016 
was 20. It went up to 23 among repeat testers. If you decide to retake 
the test, keep these factors in mind:

• The higher your initial score, the less likely you are to improve it.

• Make sure you retake the test at least two months before any of your 
college or scholarship application deadlines.

•	 You	can’t	mix	and	match	test	scores	from	different	dates	to	create	
a higher composite score. All scores from one test date are reported 
together.
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Harvard drops  
would-be freshmen 
over Facebook memes
Harvard	College	took	back	offers	of	
admission to at least 10 incoming 
freshmen	after	offensive	memes	
showed up in their Facebook group 
chat, according to Harvard’s student 
newspaper. The Harvard Crimson 
reported that the chat included 
jokes about minorities and sexual 
abuse against children. Students in 
the chat had connected through the 
official	Facebook	group	for	the	class	
of 2021. A student who was invited 
but didn’t join called the chat “a 
just-because-we-got-into-Harvard-doesn’t-mean-we-can’t-have-fun kind 
of thing.” It turned out not to be so fun for 10 students who thought 
they were headed for one of the most prestigious schools in the world. 
Their case serves as reminder to students who use social media: Don’t 
post anything, ever, that you wouldn’t want made public—not even after 
you’re accepted to a college. Find more tips about cleaning up your 
online presence.
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