
What is 
‘affordable’?

As your students weigh what 
schools are financially within 
their reach, they might 
want to consider the Lumina 
Foundation’s RULE OF 10:

10 YEARS:  Students should 
pay no more for college than 
they or their families can 
save in this time.

10 PERCENT: Students and 
families can reasonably 
afford to set aside this 
amount of their discretionary 
income for college.

10 HOURS: A student should 
expect to work this much 
per week while in college.

The Lumina Foundation’s 
calculator estimates a 
reasonable amount of 
monthly savings based on 
family size and income.
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Partnering with schools  
to fight ‘summer melt’
Iowa College Aid has expanded its efforts to increase college access, 
adding a component to fight “summer melt”— when students who plan 
to go to college (and might even enroll) never actually begin classes. 
This Summer Transition is the final component of the Course to College 
program (formerly called 3-Step Process), a partnership with Iowa 
high schools to guide students toward college enrollment. We focus 
on ensuring that students who intend to go to college complete the 
necessary steps to get there, such as accepting a financial aid package, 
making required deposits, attending orientation, securing housing and 
enrolling in fall courses. Another new component in Course to College is 
Early Awareness: helping students understand that college is a realistic 
goal by explaining the benefits of a college degree and the sources of 
help available. These two new components bookend the already existing 
College Application Campaign, FAFSA Completion Initiative and College 
Decision Day programs. Participating schools receive free training, 
planning guides, posters and other print materials. Register your school 
for Course to College here. 
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Just one full-time semester increases odds 
of graduating
Community colleges have long known that full-time students are more 
likely to complete college than part-time students. A new report from the 
Center for Community College Student Engagement finds that even one 
semester of full-time enrollment can increase the chances of graduation. 
According to the report, 50 percent of students who attended strictly 
full-time graduated with an associate degree or certificate. Of students 
who attended at least one semester full-time, 34 percent graduated. 
Of students who attended strictly part-time, 23 percent graduated. 
The report suggests that advisers “consider asking every student one 
straightforward question: ‘Is there any way you could attend college full-
time, even for one semester?’”

Motivation for college: Jobs & money
Jobs and money are the biggest reasons that students choose to go to 
college, according to a survey by New America, a nonprofit, nonpartisan 
think tank. The top three reasons cited in the survey were “to improve 
my employment opportunities” (91 percent rated it “very important” or 
“important”), “to make more money” (90 percent) and “to get a good 
job” (89 percent). While majors or programs offered were the top reason 
to choose a specific college (93 percent), financial aid and cost were close 
behind (both 88 percent). 
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