
Our mission
We advocate for and support 
Iowans as they explore, 
finance and complete 
educational opportunities 
beyond high school to 
increase family and 
community success.

Our motto
Because college changes 
everything.

Our vision
All Iowans can achieve an 
education beyond high 
school. 

Our values
• Put students first

• Respect and honor the 
dignity of each other and 
all those we serve

• Uphold the public trust

• Create and nurture 
internal and external 
partnerships that benefit 
our customers

• Provide services to our 
customers that exceed 
expectations and address 
their changing needs

• Develop and empower a 
motivated, compassionate, 
professional and 
accountable team

• Utilize evidence-based 
decision-making

• Strive to improve 
internal and external 
communication and 
increase transparency
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Iowa College Aid hosts  
Bring a Child to Work Day
Iowa College Aid promotes the importance of job site visits to increase 
college and career awareness. On April 28 we got a chance to put our 
words into action. As part of the national “Take a Child to Work Day” 
campaign, we welcomed 21 visitors who ranged in age from preschool 
to high school. They talked about their career aspirations and then 
broke into small groups to visit seven job stations. They handled actual 
computer components, learned about counting money, made videos and 
took part in a Twister mat activity that taught the basics of coding. They 
developed a project timeline for making a sandwich, flew paper airplanes 
made from fake $100 bills and calculated what year they would graduate 
from college. They ended the day by illustrating their college dreams, 
and their artwork will decorate the Iowa College Aid office. Watch a video 
of the visit on our Facebook page.

Spotlight: Community engagement  
in Ottumwa
C3 (Cradle-College-Career) is working 
to increase college attainment 
in Ottumwa. The group is one of 
11 Local College Access Networks 
around the state supported by Iowa 
College Aid. C3 and other LCANs 
use the “collective impact” model: 
partnerships among business, 
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government, nonprofit and educational entities. “We have a new spirit 
of cooperation and willingness of people to work together for the 
good of the community,” Ottumwa Mayor Tom Lazio says. “We all have 
different training and background and experiences, but when you bring 
that together in a collaborative fashion, it really contributes and we 
come back with a better outcome, and the outcome is that we’re more 
successful as a community.” Learn more about C3 in this video or at 
cradlecollegecareer.org.

College Decision Day campaign is rolling
Throughout the month of May, more than 40 high schools around Iowa are 
celebrating College Decision Day in partnership with Iowa College Aid. 
Look for a roundup of events in next month’s Insider.

Serve on the Iowa College Aid board
Iowa College Aid is looking for new commissioners to serve on our 
board. Due to changes in board structure and expiring terms, we have 
openings for:

• A student enrolled at an Iowa Regent University, an Iowa community 
college or an accredited private college or university in Iowa.

• A parent of a student enrolled at an Iowa Regent University, 
an Iowa community college or an accredited private college or 
university in Iowa.

• A licensed K-12 administrator, teacher or other education 
professional.

Commission members provide expertise and leadership to help shape the 
direction of Iowa College Aid. Our board meets six times a year, either 
at our Des Moines office or by phone. Most commissioners spend four to 
eight hours a month on their board duties, including travel time. File an 
application here.

Office closed for holiday
The Iowa College Aid office will be closed Monday, May 29 for Memorial 
Day. We will reopen at 8 a.m. Tuesday, May 30.
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