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Get a head start:  
Earn college credit in high school
Programs that grant college credit to high school students can help you 
finish college faster—and save on tuition. Many are free. Here are some 
options:

Concurrent enrollment: Community college courses available to high 
school students and, in some cases, taught at the high school. Students 
earn both college and high school credit.

Advanced Placement: College-level courses taught at the high school. 
Many colleges grant credit, advanced placement or both to students who 
earn high AP exam scores. The Iowa Online AP Academy offers AP classes 
to students whose high schools don’t offer on-site classes.

Career academies: Programs in specific technical fields at community 
colleges. Students prepare for entry and advancement in high-skill career 
fields. Students might earn both college and high school credit.

Postsecondary enrollment: Courses taken through a college. Students 
earn college credit as well as high school credit for courses that meet 
district graduation requirements.

Talk to your counselor or AP coordinator or visit our website for more 
information.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BbvFpd2XoAE&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5vMUa9zRYXY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5vMUa9zRYXY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NaCtNYGZEwo&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5gCt5TKT_sk&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5gCt5TKT_sk&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PMXz4cvCmoM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PMXz4cvCmoM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fiuv5jVcx0M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fiuv5jVcx0M
https://www2.education.uiowa.edu/belinblank/students/ioapa/
https://www.iowacollegeaid.gov/content/how-senior-year-plus-programs-can-help-you-save-money-college
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Why didn’t I get in  
to that school?
Your grades and test scores were 
well above requirements, and you 
felt great about your application 
essays—so why did you get a 
rejection letter? College acceptance 
is a complicated process, so try not 
to take it personally. Admissions 
officers consider many factors, 
including the number of early 
decision applications, the number 
of applicants for a specific major 
or program, geographic balance 
and even college rankings. (Some 
rankings reward schools for rejecting a higher percentage of students and 
punish schools where too many students turn down acceptance offers. 
That system can lead schools to shy away from students who might look 
overqualified.) Finally, admissions officers, like prospective students, try 
to assess the hard-to-define factors that make up “college fit.” Even the 
most outstanding student won’t be a perfect fit at every single college. 
Rejection is a disappointment, so give yourself time to have those 
feelings, but don’t dwell. Focus on what’s to come. No matter where 
or how you continue your studies, use this opportunity to discover the 
strengths, passions and skills that will give you a rewarding career.

 

The IRS Data Retrieval Tool, which allows you to pull tax information into 
your FAFSA digitally, is out of commission for the rest of this FAFSA cycle. 
Our worksheet can help you file a FAFSA without it.

(continued)

https://www.iowacollegeaid.gov/sites/default/files/FAFSA%20without%20the%20DRT.pdf

