
Our mission
We advocate for and support 
Iowans as they explore, 
finance and complete 
educational opportunities 
beyond high school to 
increase family and 
community success.

Our motto
Because college changes 
everything.

Our vision
All Iowans can achieve an 
education beyond high 
school. 

Our values
• Put students first

• Respect and honor the 
dignity of each other and 
all those we serve

• Uphold the public trust

• Create and nurture 
internal and external 
partnerships that benefit 
our customers

• Provide services to our 
customers that exceed 
expectations and address 
their changing needs

• Develop and empower a 
motivated, compassionate, 
professional and 
accountable team

• Utilize evidence-based 
decision-making

• Strive to improve 
internal and external 
communication and 
increase transparency
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In their own words:  
Perry mentoring project
In February we told 
you about the launch 
of a mentoring 
program that connects 
Latino college students 
with Latino high school 
students in the GEAR 
UP Iowa program at 
Perry High School. In 
this new video, Perry 
students and their 
mentors from Iowa 
State University talk 
about how the program 
works and why it’s so 
important to college success.

Iowa College Aid researcher  
presents at ‘Iowa Ideas’
Statistical research analyst Laura 
Ingleby presented at two “Iowa 
Ideas” forums in March, sponsored 
by the Cedar Rapids Gazette. 
Organizers asked her to answer 
the question “What is the value 
of higher education today?” Her 
presentation focused on the benefits 
of postsecondary education in 
six key areas: earning potential, 
employability, general knowledge, 
quality of life, community and 
family. She spoke at the University 
of Iowa, where she shared the podium with U of I professor Christopher 
Morphew, and at Northern Illinois University, where her presentation was 
followed by a panel discussion featuring representatives of the business, 
college and nonprofit arenas. Email us for a copy of the presentation.
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Alums have praise for GEAR UP Iowa
“We had a huge support network because it’s an 
entire community. The whole school believed in me 
and that I would go on to college, so why wouldn’t—or 
shouldn’t—I?”

Rachael Johnson 
Graduate of North High School, Sioux City  
Studying education at University of Northern Iowa

 

“There were kids in my school who didn’t even know 
college was an option. Getting us all onto campus helped 
us realize where we belonged.”

Taylor Hills 
Graduate of Columbus Junction High School 
Studying public relations and sociology at St. Ambrose 
University

(continued)


