
Helpful sites for 
your students

Bookmark these!

FAFSA4caster 
Quick estimate of eligibility 
for federal aid

Iowa College Aid 
Summary of state grants and 
scholarships

eCampusTours.com 
CampusTours 
Virtual tours of campuses all 
over the United States

ACT 
CollegeBoard 
Online college admission test 
prep

College Scorecard 
School-by-school data from 
the U.S. Department of 
Education

College Savings Iowa  
The state’s 529 college 
savings plan
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What students need to  
know about the data breach
The IRS said earlier this month that personal 
information for up to 100,000 taxpayers might 
have been compromised in a security breach of 
the Data Retrieval Tool (DRT), which allows FAFSA 
filers to pull information directly from their 
tax records. The U.S. Department of Education 
had suspended the DRT in March over security 
concerns, and now the department says the tool 
will remain unavailable for the remainder of this FAFSA cycle. Here are 
answers to some questions your students might have:

What happened? According to the IRS, identity thieves used information 
from the DRT to file fake tax returns and received about 8,000 fraudulent 
refunds, costing $30 million. An additional 14,000 fraudulent refunds 
were stopped by IRS filters.

Was my personal information compromised? The IRS is sending letters 
to taxpayers who might have been affected. For those people, the IRS is 
also offering free credit monitoring. Mailings began the first week in April. 
If you do not receive a letter, the IRS has not identified suspicious activity 
on your tax account.

Can I still file a FAFSA this cycle? Yes, and you should. You won’t qualify 
for most need-based financial aid unless you file. Without the DRT, 
however, you’ll need to input your financial information directly into the 
FAFSA. This worksheet can help you locate and organize the information 
you need.
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(continued on next page)

https://fafsa.ed.gov/FAFSA/app/f4cForm?execution=e1s1
https://iowacollegeaid.gov/content/state-grants-scholarships
http://eCampusTours.com
https://campustours.com/
http://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/test-preparation.html
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/practice
https://collegescorecard.ed.gov/
https://www.collegesavingsiowa.com/
https://www.iowacollegeaid.gov/sites/default/files/FAFSA%20without%20the%20DRT.pdf
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Thank you to high school counselors  
and TRIO coordinators
In the first week of March, the Iowa College Aid Processing System 
(ICAPS) launched a new eligibility verification system for state-funded 
scholarships. The system streamlines the process for high school 
counselors and other educators to certify Iowa Financial Aid applicants. 
In less than a month, our high school and TRIO partners verified eligibility 
for more than 6,900 students. We want to thank you for your significant 
efforts on behalf of students in their quest for scholarship funding. 
We appreciate your ongoing partnership assisting with the eligibility 
verification process and look forward to continued collaboration.

What counselors want
School counselors in Iowa want to 
spend more time helping students 
with college and career planning 
and would like more training about 
preparing students for in-demand 
careers, according to a study 
commissioned by the Iowa School 
Counselor Association. The study, 
presented last month to Lt. Governor 
Kim Reynolds and to the Future 
Ready Iowa Alliance, makes three 
recommendations:

• Enhance partnerships between 
counselors and administrators

• Increase college and career 
training opportunities for 
counselors and administrators

• Use technology and data to drive college and career decision making

Find the report and an executive summary here.

(continued)

http://iowaschoolcounselors.org/ISCACCRstudy

