
Deadline alert

MAY 1

Most colleges require you 
to accept admission and 
financial aid packages and 
make deposits by this date. 
Check with the school you 
plan to attend. 

JUNE 15

Deadline to withhold or 
cancel AP Exam scores, 
meaning they won’t be sent 
to the colleges you chose 
when you took the test.

JULY 1

Iowa’s deadline for filing 
the FAFSA. The FAFSA is 
necessary to qualify for 
state scholarships and grants 
including the Iowa Tuition 
Grant, the Iowa Vocational-
Technical Tuition Grant, the 
Kibbie Grant and the All Iowa 
Opportunity Scholarship.
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Applying for College & Financial Aid

Filing a FAFSA? You can’t link  
to tax records online
The U.S. Department of Education announced last week that the IRS Data 
Retrieval Tool (DRT), which allows FAFSA filers to pull information directly 
from their tax records, will be unavailable for the rest of this FAFSA cycle. 
The tool was suspended in early March “as a precautionary step following 
concerns that information from the tool could potentially be misused by 
identity thieves.” If you still need to file a FAFSA for 2017-18, gather the 
following documents so you can enter the information manually:

• 2015 income tax return

• Other income records 

• Current bank statements

• Business and farm records

• Records of investments

• Drivers’ licenses 

• Social Security cards 

• Dates of birth 

Don’t be alarmed if your FAFSA is selected for verification. In a normal 
year, about 30 percent of FAFSAs are selected, but that percentage is 
expected to go up because of issues with the Data Retrieval Tool. If 
you’re selected, you’ll need to submit an official tax return transcript. 
Find more information about FAFSA verification.
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(continued on next page)

https://www.irs.gov/individuals/tax-return-transcript-types-and-ways-to-order-them?
https://iowacollegestudentaidcommission.wordpress.com/2017/02/14/have-you-been-selected-for-fafsa-verification-heres-what-to-do/
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Your college announcement  
could earn you money
You’ve decided where to go to 
college. You’re ready to share your 
choice with the world. Did you know 
you can win money if you make 
your announcement creatively? 
College Board, the nonprofit 
organization that administers the 
SAT and Advanced Placement, is 
hosting a “Pledge Your Collegiance” 
social media contest. Post a video, 
Boomerang or photo announcing 
your college decision on Instagram 
by May 15, and tag it #collegiance. (While you’re at it, tag us, too: 
#IACollegeAid.) College Board will select 10 winners, with prizes ranging 
from $500 to $5,000. Current high school seniors in the United States who 
will attend a two- or four-year college or university in 2017 are eligible. 
Music, images and footage must be original, and your video must be 
suitable for public viewing. Find more information, including videos of 
past entries and the complete rules, here. 

Broadband group wants  
high school representatives 
Here’s a great opportunity for students interested in studying technology 
or communications: The Iowa Communications Network is accepting 
applications for its Statewide Youth Broadband Advisory 
Council for the 2017-2018 school year. Through the council, 
high school students identify trends and strategies to 
improve broadband connectivity in Iowa. Topics  in 2016-17 
included ”The Internet of Things,” expanding broadband 
in rural areas, cybersecurity and internship opportunities. 
In February, council members met with elected officials including Iowa 
Lt. Gov. Kim Reynolds. Monthly meetings are held in person or via 
videoconference or teleconference. Students who will be in 10th, 11th 
or 12th grade in 2017-2018 are eligible. Applications are due by April 14. 
Find more information here.

(continued)

https://www.instagram.com/
https://collegiance.wcm.collegeboard.org/
https://icn.iowa.gov/sites/default/files/documents/2017-2018SYBAC-Application032017.pdf
https://icn.iowa.gov/sybac?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery

