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Preparing our Students for the 21st Century 
 



What are Career Clusters & Pathways? 

• The National Career Clusters Framework is comprised of 16 
Career Clusters and related Career Pathways to help students of 
all ages explore different career options and better prepare for 
college and career.  

 
• Each Career Cluster represents a distinct grouping of 

occupations and industries based on the knowledge and skills 
they require.  

 
• Career Clusters link school-based learning with the knowledge 

and skills required for success in the workplace.  
 
• The 16 Career Clusters and related Career Pathways provide an 

important organizing tool for schools to develop more effective 
programs of study (POS) and curriculum.  
 

 



How are Career Pathway courses organized? 

• Sioux City Community Schools offer 18 Career Pathways within 14 
Career Clusters.  

 
• A Career Pathway is a series of career specific connected education 

classes and real-life experiences.  
 
• Each step on a career pathway is designed explicitly to prepare 

students to progress to the next level of employment and education. 
  
• Not only do students earn college credit for the classes, they also gain 

real world experience and skills needed for the occupation.  
 

 





IHAPI (I Have a Plan Iowa) 

8th/9th Grade Guideway 
• Discover interests & explore related careers 
• Connect career pathways to future planning 
• Build & update a plan of study for high school 
  
10th/11th Grade Guideway  

• Compare careers & connect careers to college 
programs 

• Search for colleges & scholarships 
• Review & update your plan of study 
 



How are the careers organized? 

















Wall to Wall Pocket Career Academies 

• Health Science  
• Career Course, English, Math, Social Studies 
• 80-100 students participating 
• Separate bell schedule 
• Scheduled PLC time for career & core teachers 

 

 
 
 

 





How do students benefit 
from Career Pathways?  

• Career Pathways offer a complete range of 
career options for students, helping them 
discover their interests and the educational 
pathway that can lead to success in high school, 
college, and their chosen career/profession. 

 
• Career Pathways provide students with relevant 

contexts for studying and learning, consequently 
improving student achievement. 

 
• Career Pathways support different learning 

styles. 



Why are Career Pathways important? 

• Career Pathways are a key element in enhancing 
economic development by connecting schools with 
business and industry. 

 
• Career Pathways are helping our nation meet the very real 

and immediate challenges of global competitiveness by 
integrating education and the workplace.  

 
• Career Pathways adapt and respond to technology and 

workplace needs. 

 



The Community  
Career Connection 

• The Community Career Connection is a 
partnership between Sioux City Community 
Schools and Western Iowa Tech Community 
College. 

 
• Connects high school students and teachers with 

area employers to promote how careers connect 
with education and support classroom learning. 

 
• This is accomplished through career exploration, 

career fairs, job shadowing, and internships. 
  



Job Shadows 

• Accounting 
• Actor 
• Architect 
• Auto Mechanic 
• Auto Collision 
• Aviation 
• Banking 
• Chef 
• Choreographer 
• City Government 
• Counseling/Mental Health 
• Dentist/Dental Hygienist 
• Doctor 
• Education 
• Electrical 

 

• Engineering 
• Financial Management 
• Graphic Design 
• Hairstylist 
• Interior Design 
• Law Enforcement 
• Legal 
• Music Director/Composer/Producer 
• Nursing 
• Performing Arts 
• Physical Therapist 
• Real Estate 
• Sales & Marketing 
• Veterinarian 



Internships 
• City of Sioux City Pretreatment Plant 
• KCAU - TV Channel 9 – (Television Broadcasting, Production, Journalism)  
• Lamb Theatre (Theatre, Sales & Marketing, Digital Marketing)  
• L&L Builders (Construction, Engineering, Office Services) 
• Media Concepts – (Graphic Design, Artist) 
• Sioux City Convention (Hospitality, Event Planning, Food Services 
• Sioux City Community Schools – (Educational Related Services) 
• Sioux City Journal – (Marketing, Circulation, Editing, News Reporting) 
• Sioux City Public Library – (Library Services, Database Management) 
• Siouxland Community Health Center 
• Siouxland Humane Society – (Veterinarian, Animal Care)        
• Thompson Electric Co. - (Electrician) 
• Tip Top Tux - (Marketing, Retail)  
• WITCC (Accounting) 
• Woodbury County Courthouse – (Legal)                       
 



WITCC Intermediary Network 

• Classroom Speakers 
• Career Exploration Events 
• Career Fairs 
• Mock Interviews 
• Job Shadows 
• Internships 
• Worksite Tours 
• Externships 



 
 

 
 

Thank You 
Questions? 
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